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MPCCLEAXIX.: 


INTRODUCTION. | 


As it has been often obſerved, that | 
{ A the ſtyle of moſt Novels is rather 


— calculated to warm the paſſions, and to 


: 3 raiſe the hero or heroine far beyond the — 
level of common life, inſtead of ende: 


1 vouring to inſtruct or inform the mind, - 


by ſuch ſentiments and examples, as may 


- be of real uſe to them! in life; ſo I have, 
to the beſt of my poor abilities, purſued : 


5 an oppoſite plan, and I may venture to 


afſure my fair readers, that they will at 
leaſt receive no hurt or prejudice from 
the peruſal of the following pages. The 
more learned part of my readers will, 
= hope, ſhow a good natured indulgence 8 
to ſuch faults or miſtakes in the language 
as may appear to them, though I flatter 
A $i myſelf, 
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myſelf, that they will not be viewed with - 
. microſcopic eye. As my intentions 
are good, and none of my characters 
are drawn to give offence to any parti- 
cular perſon; ; fol ſincerely with, that 
none may be difobliged at them. 


MELINDA HARLEY, e 


LETTER 1 


m2 Dear AnaxDa, 


it down to give you ſome ac- 
count of this charming place, where 3 
have already ſpent three weeks in a moſt 
agreeable manner. The houſe is ſitua- 
ted on a ſmall. eminence, in the midſt of 
a delicious valley interſperſed with trees, 
and watered by a very fine river, which 
appears, from the windows, | in many ſe- 
parate and unconnected ſpots. The gar- | 


| Coorpie to my promiſe, F now 9 


dens are laid out with exquiſite taſte, and ” 


contain the choiceſt fruits and flowers; . 


in ſhort, wherever you turn your eye, 
noble woods, ſpreading waters, and ele- 
gant temples ſtrike the view, and exhibit, 
to a ſerene and tranquil mind, an image 
of paradiſe itſelf. Sir Robert and Lady 
Wandle ſeem to be very fond of each 
other, and at great pains to ſhow the ut- 
: moſt attention to their gueſts. Their 
children obey them through love, being 5 
= fully convinced that nothing is required 
of them, but what! 18 conducive to their 
8 happineſs and inſtruction. e have had 
a good deal of company ſince 2 came 
here, and a continued round of diver- 
ſions, ſuch as balls, concerts of muſic, 


fiſhing, Oc. have been the conſequence. 5 , 


My ſpirits are almoſt exhauſted, and I 
begin to wiſh for the quieter ſcenes of 
life . 1 am x glad to hear from my 


e 
. be enabled to enjoy them, as moſt of the 
= 1 ompany are going home to prepare for 
London. 5 will ſoon write you again; 
in the mean time, believe me with ſin- 
cere eſteem, Ju 


22 MrLIxpA HARLEY. 
| e 2 | 
Oct. 16.1775: 


LETTER IL 
To the fame: 


E are now, my dear friend; got 
into the gloomy month of No- 
1 vember, when, according to one of the 


French writers, the Engliſh people begin 
to hang and drown themſelves: What 
pity it is that the fin of ſuicide ſhould be 

much more frequent in this our happy 

55 Iſland 


Hand than in other countries groaning 
under the iron rod of oppreſſion ? We 
are indeed too often unhappy in ſpite of 
all our bleſſings, and ill deſerve the many 


mercies we enjoy: Moſt of our wants 


are artificial, and his happineſs i is much f 
better aſſured who has learned to con- 
trac᷑ his deſires, than he who gives them 
full ſcope, though he has wherewith to 
' ſupply them. Were a foreigner, how- 


ever, to ſtep in amongſt 1 us here, he would 


dee nothing of that gloomy diſpoſition, 


and, 1 hope, would be inclined to think 


that the charge made againſt us was ei- 
ther unjuſt or too general. Laſt week 
molt of the company left us; and yelter- 
day we had a viſit from Mr Viner, a 


young gentleman who has lately ſucceed- +1 


ed to an eſtate of : $00 a-year, left 
bim by an old uncle who Was an inti- 
mate 


to 1 


mate friend of Sir Robert's. The young 
man ſcems to have had a genteel educa. 
tion, is very modeſt, and when he gives 
his opinion, delivers himſelf with that 

degree of diffidence which puts me in 
mind of Mr Pope's 5 caution on that head, 
ix. 


| Be cautious always when you truſt your ſenſe, _ 


| And ſpeak, though fure, with ſeeming diff 
dence. _ | 


u has been often obſerred; that the « con- 
verſation of moſt people is defective, not 
fo much for want of ſenſe or Tearning, as To 
for want of good breeding and diſere- 
1 tion. : I know nothing mote agreeable 
than to be in company with well bred 
people, who are always endeavouring to 
pleaſe and to gain the favourable opinion 
of one another; 3 nor is it neceſſary in 
7 doing 
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doing this to ſacrifice our ſincerity; ſor 
though blunt truths need not be ſpoken 
at all times, yet there is no neceſſity, in 
L point of politeneſs, to ſpeak contrary to 8 
the truth. 1 believe few people are of- 


fended at che mere difference of opinion, 
_ provided that you do not treat their ſen- 
timents with a degree of contempt or ri- 
dicule. Tr rue politeneſs, then, muſt con- 
| fiſt in an eaſy ſtream of converſation, ä 
without vehemence or airs of ſuperiority, : 
1 and in pleaſing without flattery, or con- 
tradicting without provoking.  Remem- 
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ber me kindly to your mother, and be. 
leve me to be, your 's ſincerely, 


' MELINDA HARLEY. 


11 7. 


LETTER III. 


10 Miſs Haar. 


TOW much am 1 indebted to my | 


* with which ſhe has lately favoured me 


from Wotton-hall. The company of 
; ſuch agreeable people as you deſcribe, N 
cannot fail to cheer the mind, and to : 


dear Melinda for the two letters Eh 


= make the winter glide inſenſibly away. Rn 


| How much might we increaſe the hap- 
pineſs, and ſooth the miſeries of one an- 
other, were we ſincerely i inclined to it; 
| inſtead of which how often does it hap- 
pen, that, in the midſt of ceaſe and afflu- 


ence, we ſuffer the demon of diſcord to 


ſow jealouſies, piques, and animoſities, 


amongſt ourſelves, ſo as to imbitter our 
N enjoyments, 8 
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| enjoyments, and impair our pleaſures, 
< Hail ye ſmall ſweet courteſies of life,” 
J fas the benevolent Stern, for ſmooth do 
you make the road of it. . do ſincerely | 
Agree with you in thinking, that the com- 
pany of well bred people is one of the 
greateſt pleaſures in life. Vou muſt re- 
member Mr Meriot, who was deſerved- 
1 reſpected as an honeſt upright man; Y 
: but, as he wanted the gentle virtues, I 
never could love him ; his own children 
ſeemed only to obey bim through fear, 
and were under a conſtant reſtraint in 
his company. Moroſe and ſurly, he al- 


ways gave his opinion as a dictator. In- 


— 2 p We! 8 J 


| deed he was generally left at liberty to 
enjoy his own opinion, though ever ſo 
abſurd, as few people were at the pains 
go to contradi&t him, Such people, you' 1 
5 oblerve, are generally indifferent to mu- 
50 ſic 
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ic and chearful amuſements. What i is 


related by Polybius, of two people in 
Arcadia, is remarkable, the one nation 
being as much hated for brutality as the 


*. 


this difference was imputed by him, to 


I the one cultivating a taſte for muſic, and - 
the other deſpiſing it: Yet, my dear, 


| this paſſion for muſic may be carried too 


_ 0 - 4 


far, as in Italy, where ſentiment gives 
way to the luxury of ſound; the har- 


mony of which is preferred to painting, -” 


ſculpture, and other liberal arts much 


more uſeful. 4 propes, I have heard _— 

| \ that Mr Viner has a fine taſte for muſic, 5 
and performs ſweetly on the German | | 
flute; ol but for this I rely on your judg- 

, ment, as your taſte and {kill in that i in- 
1 J chanting art is ſo generally acknowled- - 


Sed to be juſt and true by the beſt con 
B ; noiſſeurs. £ 


* 1 


F noifſeurs. 1 am told likewiſe, that Mr 


which wakes kin a great forgive of 
the ladies. Be ſure to let me know if 
all this be true, and if he has any faults 
to balance ſo many agreeable qualities. 
We have no news here ſince you left us, 
except that Miſs Sidley, the rich heireſs, 
Was laſt week married to young Lord 
Modiſh ; ; it was a mere Smithfield bar- 
gain, concluded by their reſpective pa- 
rents, ſo probably i in a year or two they 


will not give ſixpence for one another. 
Tom Rawley is the ſame good-humour- 


ed unthinking creature that ever he was, 
and, though he has ſpent moſt of his for- 
tune, he appears gay and unconcerned; 


he is really a true chriſtian in this, that : 


: he never thinks of to-morrow, but al- 


lows 


4 
_ v2 a5 ant 5 
8 FS ner 
S 2 Sd * 


+ oy 5 2 — 
: pe 4 e 8 
EE 2 3 Mor 


ach = 4 ee? EO DS 
DT REEL ons Gn ct Lars 
- n n W ART. 
e : 


L 15 1 | 
Jows it to provide for the things of it- 


ſelf. Adieu, my dear, 


AnanDa BzauronrT, 


Morton Abbey, 8 8 


Nov. 15. 1775. þ 
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LETTER 1, 


Hanxs to my dear Amanda, for 
her kind letter: I was em walking 5 


in he garden, when my maid brought 5 
it to me; I knew the hand, and imme- 


diately flew to my room, and there feaſt- 


ed upon it. Believe me, nothing can 
give me greater pleaſure than to hear 
e e ee ee e 
cuſtomed to unboſom our minds to one 


Mi. - 2 another, fx 
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another, with unſuſpicious confidence. 


Þ have been, for ſome time paſt, indiſ- 
poſed with a cold in my head, but thank 
| God, am now well and in good ſpirits. 
Sir Robert and Lady Wandle are very 
kind and attentive, they ſeem to vie in 
5 anticipating my very wiſhes. The eld- 
eſt Miſs Wandle, though but fifteen 
years of age, is already qualified to be 
a companion to any woman: She has 
ſtudlied geography, and has made her- 
elf pretty well acquainted with the Ro- 
man hiſtory, as well as that of her own 
country, by which ſhe can form compa- 


riſons of men and manners. Is it not 
ſtrange, that young girls! in general are 


ſo ignorant of the hiſtory of their own 
: country, a piece of education, which 
even the French women, in ſpite of all 


their levity and diſſipation, a are aſhamed 
olf 


| K 17 1 


of being deficient in. External accom- 


Z pliſhments, ſuch as dancing, dreſling, ; 


muſic, &'c. are no doubt neceſſary in a 
certain degree, but ſhould this be our 


only care, while little or no pains is 
taken to cultivate the mind. We can- 


not always be young and handſome ; ſo. 


> ſurely we ſhould endeavour to qualify 
Z ourſelves for being reaſonable compa- 


p E nions, and not beſtow our whole at- 


tention upon the body, which, in leſs : 
than a year, may become the prey of 
worms. We are told, by a late genteel 
and entertaining traveller, of a remark- 
able inſtance of female fortitude, in a : 
Bologna beauty, who, when dying, be- 
queathed her body to the public view, 


in order to curb the vanity of others. 


| Mr Brydone ſaw the ſkeleton, You de- 
fire to know about Mr Viner, | It is ve- 


B 77 125 a 
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ry true, that he has a genteel taſte in 


muſic, and plays remarkably well upon 
the German flute. We ſometimes have 
à little concert. Sir Robert and he play ; 
.-.- ot and ſecond, while Lady Wandle 
and I accompany them with our voices : 5 
Mr Viner is deſervedly a favourite of 
all who know him, becauſe he does what 
he can to keep you in good humour 
with yourſelf, while he never ſeems to 
cover. rate his own talents; 3 but that which 
| is the beſt proof of his character, is 4 
generous and compaſſionate regard for 7 


the miſeries of his fellow creatures. 


show me a man of ſenſibility and com- 
paſſion, and I ſee a thouſand good qua- 
lities beſides. Of this happy diſpoſition. 


in Mr Viner, I will juſt give you one in- 
Nance which I had from my aunt. My 
; Lord Squcezum has lately raiſed his 
_ inte 
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eſtate more than donkle, in \ conſequence 
of which, five hundred people are op- 
preſſed to gratify the luxury of one 
man; for you know, my dear Amanda, 
that avarice muſt grow on the roots of 
| luxury. Moſt of the old tenants are 
gone, and their places are filled up by 
new comers, who have little or nothing 5 
to loſe; ſo we now hear of nothing but 
[-. impounding and diſtraining, while the 
flatterers and ſycophants about court, 5 
are continually crying out to his Lord- 
3 ſhip, that this is owing to their want of 
1 induſtry. Among thoſe unhappy people, 
Vas a poor widow, whoſe huſband died 
two years ago, after a tedious illneſs, 


leaving fix children, all under age. A 
diſcaſe ſpread amongſt her cattle, and, 


in a few months, ſhe Joſt eight of her 
beſt cows, and one of her horles re- 


"5 turning : 


12 5 | ; | 


N 


turning n a load. of lime, ſprained i 


Ti his foot, ſo became unfit for ſervice. In 


this manner, ſtruggling with grief and 
poverty, ſhe fell in arrears ſixty pounds 
of her rent, for which all her cattle and 
: implements of huſbandry | were lately 


ſeized in order to be ſold, and orders 


T given to turn her out of the farm, In- 
deed, from what I can learn, my 1 


himſelf was unacquainted with the par- x 


ticulars of her ſtory, for he naturally 


does not want humanity, but has unfor= | 


tunately, like many others, given him- 
ſelf up to indolence, and leaves the ma- 
nagement to commiſſioners and factors. 


Words, however, cannot expreſs the 


. diſtreſs of the poor woman and her fa- | 


mily, when they heard of their cruel fate. 

Mr Viner, hearing of her ſituation, 

mounted * and, like a guardian = 
ES = angel, - 


angel, flew to ow relief; he paid the 
debt, and diſmiſſed the hard-hearted 
meſſengers of the law; then put into 
her hands L. 40 more, which in all made 
out the ſum of Ii 100, for which, in- 
deed, he took her bill, only with a view 
to quicken her induſtry. 1 believe * 
may be difficult to tell, which of the 
two felt the moſt pleaſure, ſhe in receiv- 
: ing, or he in giving; but I will venture 
co ſay, that none of the great ever en- 
joyed ſo much real happineſs, either in 
the purchaſe of a fine horſe, or in the 
building of a dog-kennel. We are told, 
that when the Duke of Luxemburgh 
was dying, ſome of his friends compli- 


mented him upon his many warlike at- 


chievements ; 3 to which he anſwered, 
that he then would rather have it to ſa) ; 
that he had siven a oup of cold water 


to. 


1 


to a perſon in diſtreſs, than to have 


| gained all his victories. Adieu, as 1 be- | 1 


lieve that I have left myſelf little enough 
time, before dinner, to write to my mo- 
i ther; beſides I am afraid that I have tired 


you ; but the time lips away inſenſibly, X 


when writing to ſo dear a friend. 1 4 


. erer am, yours, 


MzLINxDA HARLEY. 


P. S. As to Mr Viner's faults, I | 
have not yet found them out, though i | 
make no doubt but he has ſome ; for, 
where is the man or woman free of fail- 
ings and human weakneſſes; happy are 
they who have balm in their blood, and 


whoſe good qualities greatly overbalance 1 


5 their infirmities. 


LET. 
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LETTER V. 
: To | Miſs HARLEY. 


Terrabar 1 was s made very hap- 

py- on my return home from a 

; courſe of viſiting, to find a letter from 

: my dear Melinda. How can you talk 
of tiring me by the length of your let- 


3 ters! The reading of which, conſtitutes 


one of the chiefeſt ſources of unwea- : 
ried pleaſure to me. | There lies the 


difference betwixt mental and ſenſual 


enjoyments; the firſt, by proper care, 
is always increaſing, while the other, de- 
riving no aſſiſtance from the mind, ſur- 
teits, and ſoon cloys the poſſeſſor: In 


this our kind Creator, as well as in eve- 
ry ching elſe, manifeſts his goodneſs, 


that man oy be led, from a proper 
; ſenſe 


wy 


t 4 9 


ſank: of his own happineſs, to a nearer 
and more cloſe reſemblance to the Deity. 


to moral improvement, or to the perfec- 
fine charaQer do you give of Mr Viner! 3 


half in love with him; no wonder, tho? 


at much higher game. ' Your notions 
of female education are very juſt, and I 
ſtill hope to ſee a more rational ſyſtem 
Introduced and encouraged by the men. 


done her part, and that we even excel 
the men in fancy and quickneſs of ap- 
; prehenſion. We ſhould ſurely endea- 
your, then, to wipe off that aſperſion 
thrown 


; 

Le oh 

as 
”. 


Intelle cual improvement ſhuts up the f 
avenues to vice, and muſt gradually tend | 


tion of the will and appetites. What a 
1 begin to ſuſpect, that you are already a 


in point of birth and e as an only i 
child, you have no doubt a title to look | 


It is generally allowed that nature has I 


| L ä 
thrown upon our ſex, by a late oelebrat · 
ed writer, who avers that no fattery i is 
too groſs for us, and that he never knew 
g a woman who could either reaſon 8 
N 1 conſequentially for 24 hours together. 
| We have lately had a melancholly ſcene 


in this neighbourhood; laſt Sunday, when 
2 the reſt of the tamily were at church, 


| except an old ſervant woman, Miſs Julia 


5 Finchley, third daughter to Mr John 
; Finchley of Morton, went off in a poſt: 
chaiſe with Captain Brian, ſecond bro- 
ther to Sir Harry. He is a man of ſore 
honour, and has already fought two 
Aduels; the firſt becauſe his veracity was 


| queſtioned ; 5 and the other, becauſe he 


was put in mind of a debt which he 
owed to one of his companions ; ſo 
making the honourable ſupport the 


diſhonourable part of his character; 


8 and 


try people that the ſeducer had provid- 
ed himſelf with four horſes to his chaiſe, : 
and was ſeen driving faſt away on the 4 
; road to London, where probably the | 
poor victim will ſoon be left to 1 4 


is ordered for America in the ſpring. 


to give her all the comfort that I could. N 
My heart bled for her, I really thought 


has not taſted victuals, and, with much 


and now he proves bimſelf a man of 
ſpirit, at the expence of the peace 
and happineſs of a worthy family. 8 
7 The poor old father ſet off on his re- 
turn from church, in queſt of his daugh- 
ter; but returned home the next day, 
: having learned from ſome of the coun- | 


and miſery, as I hear that the Captain 


. 


I have been to viſit Mrs Finchley, and 


ſhe would have died; 5 for three days ſhe | 


difficulty, has been prevailed on to take 


„ N 1 

a glaſs or two of wine. I am glad to 
hear, that Sir Harry loudly exclaims 
= againſt his brother, and ſwears that he 


I L never will ſee him again, if he can help 


Were all honeſt men, in a propor- 


1 „ degree, to ſhow their reſent - 
ment at ſuch a baſe action, the villain 


would indeed be puniſhed; for few men, ; 
be they ever ſo wicked, can ſtand againſt 
the contempt of ſociety; our tongues 
can avail little, but were it the faſhion | 
for every bad man to be ill looked upon, 
there would be ſome hopes of a refor- 
mation. I have dwelt too long on this 
melancholly ſubje ct, eſpecially as I know | 
your tender feelings. May all dent 
| nels attend yOu, my dear friend, 


5 Amanda bent. 
Morton 3 5 = „ 


8 35 
J 


* 


P. ©. My mother j joins me in beſt re- 
ſpedts to Sir Robert and Lady Wandle, 


with the compliments of the ſeaſon to 
you all. 


To Miſs BEAUFORT. . 
Asr week 1 received my dear 4 
manda's favour, the latter part of 
whic h has given me the moſt ſenſible 
concern. I have read your account of | 
the Finchley family to Sir Robert and 
my aunt, who have often ſince e 
the utmoſt abhorrence and indignation at 1 
the vile ſeducer. Indeed it frequently | 
Z becom es the ſubject of our converſation. 
2685 J 


: E . 

N How much * I pity Mr * Mrs Finch- — 

: ley, as well as the deluded unhappy girl. 55 

I make no doubt but the villain made 

warm proteſtations of unalterable love, 

and has promiſed to marry her in Lon- 

don; but I ſuppoſe he looks upon his 

| promiſes as free donations, and himſelf 

at liberty to put what conſtructions he 

| pleaſes upon them. Though I am by no 
means diſpoſed to palliate bis conduct, - 


yet Jam afraid that ſhe has been . 


cient in that modeſt reſerve and retiring 
delicacy, which rather ſhuns the public 
eye, and keeps ſuch men at a due di- 
ſtance. Indeed I always thought her too 
briſk and forward, inſtead of ſhowing 
that ſweet ſollicitude to pleaſe, by every 
gentle and decent attraction. I have 
likewiſe been often ſurprized at her pa- 
= rents too great indulgence, 1 in allowing ; 
ms 


[ 30 4 

her indiſcriminate Sued for novels 
and romances to be ſo much gratified. 
Inſtead of endeayouring to gain uſeful : 
knowledge, ſhe always delighted | in that 


Find of reading which warms the fancy, 


: and ſoftens the heart. She was too of- | 
ten gauding abroad, where, inſtead of = 
converſing with a dignified modeſty, her 
behaviour | was too unreſerved, which, 8 


however innocent in the main, probably - 


5 at firſt might encourage her ſeducer. I 
am afraid, my dear friend, that you will 
| begin to think me too ſevere a critic, 
and with juſtice did I deliver my ſenti- 4 

ments publicly in this manner to all of 

my acquaintances; but I delight to un- 
| boſom myſelf to you; for the keeping 
all ſecret is the maxim of a little mind, 
and a cold heart. As there is a levity 

f and dif pation i in the preſent age, there 

is 


T 4 

3 18 ſurely nothing 0 proper to check vids. 

as a proper ſenſe of religion, one of the SH 

chief ſecurities for female virtue; and 

| without which we are apt to contract a 

hard and maſculine temper, the moſt dif. 

3 guſting of all our faults, to men of taſte 

and ſenſibility. Much depends, likewiſe, 

1 on the proper management of our time, 
which in general ſhould be divided be- 
twixt reading, working, walking, and 8 
genteel amuſements; ; early riſing, duc 

exerciſe, and proper amuſements are ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve health and good hu- 
mour, while works of taſte and fancy, 
with the aſſiſtance of uſeful books, i in⸗ 
fuſe habits of virtue, and a due ſenſe of 
decorum. We are told, my dear, that 

the Romans, before luxury crept in a- 

mongſt them, dreaded nothing ſo much 

as idleneſs, being more afraid of that 


t 3 1 


1. of the enemy. Vou will think, no 
dcubt, that I have got into a very ſeri- 
ous moralizing ſtrain, which I believe 1 is 
partly owing to your laſt letter, and to 
the company of Mr Randolph our chap- 
hain here : He is one of the beſt of men; ;. 
chearful without levity ; his converſation 
is at once entertaining and improving: 
Moſt of the country people ſubmit their 
differences to him; he ſpends a great 
part of his time in viſiting the ſick and 
afflicted, by which his own mind! is more : 
and more ſubjected to the feelings of hu- 3 
manity, and he has it in his power to 2 
render them much ſervice, by repreſent- I 
ing their ſituation to thoſe who are wil- ; 

| ling and able to give. As the weather : 
has been bad for ſome days paſt, Sir Ro- 
bert ſent word to all his tenants in the 
| neighbourhood, that they might come 
OS „ 


"RF 


1 


5 and hear ſermon on Sunday laſt: Accor- 


dingly we had a very good audience af- 


4 ſembled in the great hall; and the ho- 


neſt preacher, as far as 1 could learn, 
acquitted himſelf to the ſatisfaction of all 


preſent: He has promiſed me a copy of 


his diſcourſe, and, if it can in the leaſt 
gratify your curioſity, you ſhall have it 


ſent to you by the firſt good opportunity. 


| Before I cloſe my letter I muſt anſwer 


you concerning Mr Viner : You fay, 
then, that you ſuſpect me to be half in 


bove with him: Indeed, my dear Aman- 
aa, I frankly own that I reſpe& and e- 


9 


ſteem him, otherwiſe I ſhould be inſen- 


ſible to real merit ; ; he is very attentive 5 
to every body, and particularly ſo to me, 


but you know my ſentiments on that 
head, that I never will ſuffer my affec- 
tions to be engaged, without previouſly 


acquainting 
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acquainting my parents; they have been 
always good and kind to me, and I ſhould 
ill deſerve a continuance of their tender- 
neſs, if I ventured on ſo material a ſtep 


in life without their concurrence and ap- 


MELINDA HARLEY, - 


P. 8. 1 "ol that you may preſent n my 3 
5 beſt compliments to poor Mrs Finchley, 


aue 


probation. Sir Robert and Lady Wandle 

= join me in beſt compliments and kind | 
wiſhes for your health and proſperity, and 
5 many happy returns of the new year. 
| Adieu. 


and tell her how ſincerely ! condole with . 
her: May ſhe accept of the wine and oil 1 
which we are all ready to pour into her 3 
wounds ; and may that Being, who has S 
thus permitted her to be ſo ſeverely bruiſ- 4 
ed, endue her with that degree of forti- 


K * 1 


tude neceſſary to bear her up in her pre · 
| ſent diſtreſs, until time ſhall gradually 
& weaken or obliterate the memory of this 
unhappy incident, and afford her com- 
fort by the prudent and good conduct of Sp 
! the re of her children. 


LETTER VL © 


To Miſs Hare, 


I Have read my dear Melinda's kind 
and ſympathizing letter to Mrs Finch- 
1 ley, except that part of it relative to Mr 
; | Viner ; ſhe | returns you her ſincere 
thanks, and, to prove that ſhe is no ways 
offended at the freedom you have taken, 
has requeſted a -w” of your letter, 
FE which | 


5 
. oy . „ 
ig. 2 
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which I could not refuſe. Mr Finchley, 
good man, is determined, if poſſible, to 
convert the preſent misfortune to the 
future good of his family : He has made 
a diligent ſearch after all the fooliſh plays 
and novels in the houſe, and yeſterday 
he committed them all to the flames; but, 
3 honour to Richardſon, Fielding and Dr 
Smollet, has preſerved Pamela, Clariſſa, 
Tom Jones, Humphrey Clinker, and a 
few others excepted. All the family who 
are in health, are to riſe at ſix in Sum- 


mer, and ſeven in winter. Every morn- 


day, 


ing one of the girls, by turns, reads aloud 
a paper of the Spectator; ; and, while the 1 
reſt are at work in the parlour, another 7 
reads aloud, an hour before dinner, 3 
Hume” $ hiſtory of England. Before 3 
ſupper another paper of the Spectator or 1 
Guardian 18 read again, except on Sun- a 


K * 1 


day, when one of Fordyce' s ſermons to 
young women is then preferred. Sir 
| Harry has ſent a very kind letter to Mr 
Finchley, profeſling his readineſs to ſerve 
him in every thing that lies in his power, 
and declaring, at the fame time, the ut- 
Z moſt abhorrence of his brother” 8 conduct. 
Lou have excited my curioſity much to 
ſee the late ſermon which good Mr Ran- 
dolph gave you at Wotton-hall, ſo pray 
make out your promiſe 1 in ſending me a 


75 
"ba 


copy by the firſt opportunity, eſpecially 5 : 


if it is a ſhort one, for you know I never 
was fond of long ſermons ; I am quite 
in love with the character you give of 
the good old man. May heaven long | 


a to mankind, and may he at laſt, as he 
r {ſurely will, receive that joyful ſentence, 
* Well done e good and faithful ſervant, 


7, 5 enter 


welerye for valuable a life, as a bleſſing 


T 36 . 
* enter Wen into the j joy of thy Lord, „* 
Vour anſwer concerning Mr Viner ſhows 
that good ſenſe and ſenſibility which al-. 
Ways diſtinguiſhed you; and, at the ſame 
time, is expreſſive of that tender regard 
and duty which you owe to the beſt of 
parents. May kind providence guide 
and protect you in all your ways, and 
may you glide gently down the ſtream 
of life, without anxious or uneaſy cares; 
though a moderate ſhare is, I believe, i 
: highly neceſſary to rouze us into action, 
and to prevent our thoughts being too 
much fixed on the vanities of this world. 
Adieu, my dear friend, and neglect no ; 
—— of writing to me, I * 


35 2 


0 ö To Mil: Bravronr: 


V dear 1 8 laſt letter gare 


: me much pleaſure, a as by kt 
fad, that Mr and Mrs Finchley are not | 
quite overwhelmed with the blow they 
have received; but, on the contrary, 
have introduced ſuch new regulations 
into the family, as I hope will have the 
defired effect. We have lately had a 
wedding here, and a very merry one I 
do aſſure you. Sir Robert has a very 
laudable cuſtom, in my opinion, of giv- 
ing a wedding dinner to all his tenants 
as they enter into the matrimonial ſtate. - 
They all conſult him beforchand, and 
the day preceding the marriage, the 
2 1 ſteward, 


t 40 1 
ſteward, by Sir Robert 8 order, carries a 
ſuit of cloaths to the bridegroom, and 
: Lady Wandle ſends, by one of her 
maids, a gown to the bride. Thoſe 
cloaths are ſpun in the houſe, out of 
Sir Robert's on wool, and are juſt 
adapted to the ſtation of thoſe people. 
The whole expence, Sir Robert aſſures 
me, does not coſt him above 40 or L. 50 
a- year, which is amply made up by the 
conſcious pleaſure he receives, in being | 
ſo inſtrumental to their happineſs. Ano- 
= ther good cuſtom he has, which I think 
wiſe and political. On the firſt day of | 


the new year, they all come to pay their 


rents, when a dinner is prepared for 
them. After dinner, Sir Robert goes 
down to them, and enquires eee, 
- uy about their families ; in the doing of 
_ which, he has ſomething kind and oblig- 


ing 


£0 2 
ning to fay to every one of them. You 
may eaſily gueſs what effects this muſt 
produce; ; they all love him, and there is | 


ſcarce an inſtance of one of them falling A 
1n arrears of rent. Sir Robert has, with 


in theſe few years, raiſed bis eſtate from 
L. 2500 to L. 3000 a- year, being E 
opinion that a moderate riſe of rent ſti- 
mulates induſtry, whereas the too gene- 
ral cuſtom of doubling and tripling of 
rents, deſtroys it altogether, occaſions 
broken tenants, and even hurts the mo- 
rals of the people, by blunting the ſenſe 


of truth and juſtice in their minds. It 


is then they have recourſe to cunning 
| and chicane, and think that all got off 
the landlord is fair; beſides, fays he, : 


| can there be a greater pleaſure to a man 


of an eaſy and aflluent fortune, than to 


ce his tenants with good coats and 
CEE 3 3 — 
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ſmiling faces, enjoying the fruits of their 
_ own. induſtry, and paying their rents 
punctually: But to return to the wed- 

ding. After dinner we all went down : 
ſtairs, and joined our endeavours to in- 
Ccreaſe the happineſs of the ruſtic pair, by 

dancing, ſinging, &c. Mr Viner had 

come before dinner, by expreſs invita- 
tion, and brought his German flute; he 
Ds played ſome Scotch tunes, which Lady 
Wandle and 1 accompanied with our 


voices, to the ſeeming ſurprize of the rural 
band, ſome of whom humbly requeſted 
to hear the tune of PII never leave thee, 


twice repeated. At nine in the evening 


they left us, and went home quite enrap- 
tured with the pains we had taken to en- 


tertain them. This young couple are 
well look'd, and deſcended of creditable 
5 parents ; Y from what 1 could learn, they 


have 


tat 


: | have a very good proſpect of peace and 
; happy contentment. Next morning, Lady 
Wandle acquainted me, at breakfaſt, 
that Sir Robert and ſhe intended to paſs. 
fix weeks in London, and, as they pur= 
Y poſed to ſet out next week, would be 
glad of my company; ; I profeſſed myſelf 
much obliged to them, and conſented, 
provided that my parents had no objec- 
tions; accordingly I have written to my 
mother by this poſt, and have little doubt 
bol their refuſing | me the jaunt along with 
fuch good company. Shall J tell you, 
my dear Amanda, that, upon my aunt's 
propoſal, I did obſerve Mr Viner change | 
| tis colour, but he ſoon reſumed his pre- 
ſence of mind, though [ thought he CON» 
| tinued graver than uſual until he left us 
to go home, which was about an hour 
alter; he would not be enen to ſtay 
dinner, 


[41 

dinner, As he aid that he had fone buſi- 
nefs upon hand, but would do himſelf the 
| honour of ſeeing us before we went away. 
When he was gone Lady Wandle rallied 
me a little upon the late appearances, 
and I endeavoured to laugh it off as well 


zs I could, until Sir Robert came into 


the room, which broke off the converſa- 


tion for that time. This moment John 


Ranby has called, to aſk my commands 
to our houſe at Dalberry, and I have 
given him the ſermon, which I hope will 
anſwer your expectation. Mr Randolph, 
who has been abſent ſome days on a vi- 
ſit, has often lamented, in converſation, 
the narrow ways of thinking, ſo common 
among the lower claſs of people, in mat- 
ters of religion, and the little pains taken 
by moſt preachers for eradicating thoſe 
prejudices, by inculcating the great du- 
wy tles 


8 1 


ties of morality, one after another, upon 
their minds: Like the Jews of old, he 
fays, they value themfelves too much on 
their privileges, and confine the mercy 
of God to their ſtandard of faith —A_ 
moſt ungenerous notion, as if the ſu- 
preme Being was not the common Father 
of mankind! The Gentoos in India, 
| whom we affect to deſpiſe, have much 
more liberal and enlarged ideas of the di- 
vine mercy, as they compare heaven to 


2 vaſt palace ſituated on. an eminence, 
where are many different avenues, all 
leading to the ſame. happy place, and 
open to all nations where there are ho- 
neſt men, who fear God and work righ- 
teouſneſs. Indeed Mr Randolph thinks, 
that our Confeſſion of Faith, in ſome ar- 
ticles, gives them too much room to in- 
- dulge thoſe confined notions, and to truſt 
too 


„ 


656 much to borrowed or imputed righ- 
teouſnefs; though our Saviour him- 
felf plainly lays down the terms of our 
 falvation, and ſhows, that not the hear- 
ers only, but the doers of his will, are 

to expect grace and favour with his Fa- 
ther in heaven. Adieu, my dear friend, 
for the preſent, and be aſſured that you 
ſhall hear from me very ſoon after our 

5 arrival! in London. 1 
Mid Haklxr. 


LETTER IX. 
To the Jame. 


<a 


"Hover now removed to a greater | 
| diſtance from my dear Amanda, I i 
gin think that I enjoy her company and ; 


converſation 5 


L 47 ] 
converſation when I fit down to write to 


her. In five days after my laſt letter we 
ſet off from Wotton-hall, after I had re- 
ceived an expreſs from Dalberry, with 


my parents permiſſion ; they had not the : 


leaſt objection, but, on the contrary, 
ſeemed pleaſed that I had an opportunity | 


of ſeeing London i in ſuch good companyz _ 
and, at the ſame time, my father ſent 
me an order on his banker for 100 gui- . 


neas. We arrived here on the 8th, 

after an eaſy journey of leſs than four 

days in Sir Robert's own coach. The 
day after Mr Viner left us, we had a very 
genteel card from him, requeſting the 
honour of our company to dinner at | 
Manden houſe, (for that is the name of 
the Manſion houſe left him by his uncle. ) 
The houſe is ſmall, but very neat and | 


elegant ; every thing about it being laid 


out 
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during the two years that he has been in 

: poſſeſſion of the eſtate, has made ſeveral 
gravel walks, and other improvements, 
much for the better. 
building at a proper point of view, we 
then loſt it, and drew near 
during which we were preſented with an 
= agreeable variety of different objects. 
10 When the coach flopped, Mr Viner came 
to hand us out, and expreſſed his fatis- 
faction eaſily and politely for the honour 
of we had done him at a time when we 
muſt neceſſarily be much engaged in pre- 


dinner did not conſiſt of a profuſion of 


an eaſy, well-bred attention to all his 


14] 


out A ich taſte and judgment. Mr Viner, 


After ſeeing the 


obliquely, 


paring for our London journey. Our 


diſhes, but of the beſt kind, and ele- 
gantly dreſſed; while Mr Viner ſhowed 


company. After dinner we were con- 


ducted 


4 


ducted into the garden; and, "while Sir 
Robert and my aunt were walking a little Ge 


faſt to ſee the caſcade, we ſtopped near 
a ſeat in the midſt of a fine walk, from 
whence we had a view of an artificial | 
ſheet of water, one end of which i is hid | 
from the ſight, no doubt to give greater” 
play to the fancy, while the margin is 
fringed on one ſide with alders, and on 
the other is over-hung with ſtately oaks 
- | and beeches. The houſe itſelf appears 
x here to advantage, half ſurrounded with | 
C ſhrubbery ; ; with a ſtatue of Venus de 
- Medicis on one ſide, and Apollo on the 
ar other, with his left hand extended, after 
of ſhooting his arrow, I could not help 
expreſſing my approbation of the whole 
ſcene ; and then aſked Mr Viner the 
name of the walk we had entered upon, 
to which he replied with a ſmile, that it 


ed $ Was 


1 


5 was the Levers Walk, and hoped that I 
approved of the name; 1 bluſhed at firſt, 
but ſoon recovering myſelf, anſwered, 
that I ſuppoſed the name was not new, 
but had been given by ſome former poſ- 
ſeſſor. Mr Viner then told me, with 2 
modeſt air, that this was a walk of his 


own making, and that my firſt queſtion 
DT brought the name into his head: Thrice 
happy, continued he, ſhould I be in the 
invention, if you, Madam, would deign 
to give your ſanction to it, and conde- 
ſcend to become the miſtreſs of! it, and 
all that belongs to Manden-houſe. I am 
much obliged to you, ſaid I to Mr Viner, : 
. for the preference you ſeem to give me, - 
but am, by no means, prepared to de- 5 
cide upon ſuch an important affair, eſpe- 
_ cially in the abſence of my parents, with- 
out whoſe c coneurrence, 1 never will en- 


gage 


E * 1 
gage my affeklions ; but, at the ſame 
time, cannot refuſe you my eſteem. He 
bowed, commended much my notions 
of duty and reſpect for my parents, and 
hoped. that I would give him leave to 
write to me in London. This I could 
not refuſe; but Sir Robert and my aunt | 
coming up to join us, put an end to any 


1 further converſation on the ſubject. Mr | 
Viner had ordered tea to be got ready 
early ; ; and immediately after we return- 
ed to Wotton- hall, where we arrived a 
little after ſix, the diſtance being five 

miles, but a fine road. That very night | 

I wrote to my mother, informing her 

of what had paſſed at Manden, adding 

ä that 1 would not then mention my own 

1 opinion of Mr Viner, as Sir Robert and . 

my aunt were much better judges of 

his merit and character. As our ſtay 
E 2 „ hore 


— 


* 52 ] 
here will be. at leaſt ſix weeks, we are | 
reſolved to make a proper uſe of it, and 


endeavour to fee all that can be ſeen; 
and, in order that I may have it more 


in my power to entertain my dear Aman- 


da on my return, I ſhall keep a journal 
of my proceedings. Pray write to me 
ſoon, as that never can fail to increaſe 
the happineſs of, Fon ficerely, 
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"LETTER X. 
To Miſs HarLEy. | 


Was made very happy laſt Monday, by 
my dear Melinda's letter from Lon- 


don, where if you enjoy: as much happinck 


| as 


1 


a8 1 with, you will ſurely get your incli- 
nations ſufficiently gratified. On Tueſ- 
day I paid a viſit at Dalberry, and before 
dinner your mother and I had ſome con- 
verſation about your late jaunt and viſit 
to Manden-houſe. She then aſked 1 
knew Mr Viner; to which 1 anſwered, 7 
that I had accidentally been in his com- 


| pany once or twice, and that I had heard | 


him ſpoke of as a very pretty gentleman; 
upon this ſome company came into the 
room, which put a ſtop to any farther 


1 ecclairriſſment on the ſubject. Amongſt 


the reſt we had at dinner a Mr Aſk, who 
| has been a Briſtol merchant, and very . 
ſucceſsful | in trade, having made at leaſt 
A fortune of L. 60,000, ſome call it 


much more. 5 According to the cuſtom 0 


of the world, you may be ſure great at- 


tention was paid to him. Le bears the 
3 3 TON character 
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ticularly about you, and what ſtay you 
propoſed to make in London; - probably 


ing it, and to be your humble admirer. 
If lo, and that you are perſuaded to give 


F ſcribe to his own fallibility, and that he : 
: muſt not exerciſe his dominion contrary 
5 to your privileges within doors. You ſee 
what a looſe I give to my pen in writing 
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ö character of a very honeſt man, but at 
the ſame time ſeems to have a pretty 
high notion of his own importance, nor 
has he, in my opinion, facrificed ſuffi. | 
ciently to the graces, without which 4 
man may be rich indeed, but never can 


be agreeable. I heard him enquire par- 


as he has purchaſed an eſtate in this 


neighbourhood, he now intends to com- 


mence Mr Viner' 8 rival, without know 


him your hand, pray make him firſt ſub- 


to en pray forgive all this nonſenſe, 
but 


-k 2 
but ſhould he in reality make propoſals, 
I ſcarce think that the bait held out will 
be ſufficient to make you ſwallow it, tho“ 
= fixed on a golden hook. I make no 
. doubt, before this reaches, that you will 
; have heard from your mother. Pleaſe 
to preſent my beſt reſpects to Sir Robert | 
and Lady Wandle, and believe me to be, 
1 with unfeigned attachment, your NET 


AManDa BravronT. 


P. S. I had almoſt forgot to tell you 
that the ſermon, which you were kind 
| enough to ſend me, is in general much 
liked, My mother declares that ſhe 
will have it printed, if ſhe can get Mr 
Randolph's conſent; his notions of reli- 
gion are I think free and liberal, tend- 
ing to eradicate the narrow notions of 
foperſiiious and bigotted Chriſtians. 5 

For 


E 

For modes of faith let graceleſs zealots fight, 

His can't be wrong, whoſe life i is in the right. 
Pop. 


LETTER XI. 
To Miſs BzavrorT. 


Au afraid that my dear Amanda will 
L think me ſo much engroſſed with the 
| pleaſures of London, as to be leſs mind- 
ful of her friends than uſual ; but alas, 
9 have far different cauſes for this altera- 
tion i in my conduct. Much of my time 
has been taken up in writing to my fa- 
ther, mother, and to Mr Venir. My fa- 
ther, in particular, ſpeaks much of my 


2 cautious and dutiful conduct at Manden- 
5 houſe, | 


1 


houſe, commends me for not engaging 


my affections; ; and hopes chat I will now 


reap the fruits of my own prudence and 
propriety of behaviour. After theſe A 
compliments, he proceeds to acquaint 
me, that I now have it in my power to 
be the partner of a man of very good 
character, and poſſeſſed of an ample for- f 
tune. Neither he nor my mother men- 
tions his name, but content themſelves 
with ſaying, that he had ſeen me feverat 
times at York, when I ſtaid there with 
my couſin Harriot. I ſuppoſe this muſt 
be the-very Mr Afk you mention, but 1 
really remember very little about him, 
as it is ſome years ago, probably he was 
not a man of that weight and conſe- 
quence then; but, from what I can re- 
collect, he had nothing genteel or ſtri- . 
bing in his appearance. In my anſwer to 
my 


E 1 


my parents, I have aſſured them that I 
never will give my hand to any man 
without their conſent. That I hope they | 
will reſt ſatisfied with this declaration, 


until I return home. Mr Viner's letter 


was couched in the moſt polite and re- 


9 ſpectful terms; and concludes with hop- 5 


ing, that my ſtay in London will not be 
longer than was at firſt intended. In 


. my anſwer, I again profeſſed my eſteem, 
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but gave him no further hopes than I 
had done before at Manden-houſe. 80 


much, with regard to myſelf; but, 0 
heavens, what a ſcene am I now to diſ- 


cloſe to you. On Tueſday laſt I recei- 


ved a card, wrote as follows : „ If Miſs 


« « Harley has not quite forgot the unhap- 
* py Julia Finchley, and will deign $-- 

pay her one viſit, before it is too late, 
„ pleaſe to follow the bearer.” It was | 


juſt 


L591] 


: juſt after breakfaſt when I got the card, . 
b and J loſt no time in ordering a chair, 
1 after which E Was conducted to Mary la 
| Bon, where 1 found the unfortunate 
girl; but, good God, how ſhall 1 de- 
ſcribe her ſituation and appearance. She 


was ſitting on a bed, in a mean wretch- 


ed apartment, her eyes ſunk in her head, 
while every thing around manifeſted the 
houſe of mourning in all its variety. 
ZE She was ſcarce able to riſe, and began 
to beg pardon for the trouble ſhe had | 
given me; I replied, that I was extreme- 
ly ſorry to ſee her in ſuch a ſituation, 
and that if I could do any thing to pro- 
| mote her eaſe or relief, that ſhe might 
freely command me, as it would be the 
greateſt happineſs in my life. How 
kind are you, my dear Miſs Harley, bd 


he, to take ſuch notice of ſo great a 
criminal 


T 8 1 


criminal. I begged of her to deſiſt 
from accuſing. herſelf, being convinced 
that her ſufferings would fully atone for 
her offences; and then requeſted that 
ſhe would tell me her ſtory i in as few 
words as poſſible, that ſhe might not be 
too much fatigued by the recital: Ac- 
cordingly ſhe proceeded to acquaint me, 
that her ſeducer, after repeated promiſes 
: of marriage, had prevailed upon her to 
, elope from her father's houſe, as he had 
DD particular reaſons for not marrying in 
the country; but aſſured her, that the 
ceremony ſhould be performed immedi- 
ately on their arrival! in London, and let- 
ters ſhould be ſent to all their friends to 55 
: acquaint them of it, when he made not 
the leaſt doubt but a happy reconcilia- | 
tion would take place immediately. In 
this manner he impoſed on my fooliſh 


credulity, 
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eredulity, until we arrived in London; 
where he at firſt hired genteel lodgings 5 


in Brompton. row, for the benefit of the 
air; but (as ſhe afterwards found) his 
- mn running ſhort, he pretended that, 


on account of ſome particular buſineſs, 


he had hired the preſent lodgings only 


for a ſhort time. She then told him, 
that if he performed his promiſe in mar- 


rying her immediately, ſhe could put up 
with any inconv eniency for a time; but 


he artfully found one pretence aſter ano- 
ther, to poſtpone. the ceremony, until 
ſeeing. my health viſibly decline, and 
finding me often in tears upon his re- 
turn home, he appeared ſomewhat mov- 
ed, and went ſo far as to name ſome 


day next month for the marriage. day. : 
Alas, cryed ſhe, [ had, by this time, gain- 
ed ſo much knowledge of my betrayer, 


1 that. 
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that I could ſee little or no appearance of 
bappineſs even then. How often did I 
reflect, with anguiſh of mind, on the 
happy and peaceful ſcenes that 1 had 
gquitted, when living under the roof of 
innocence, and under the protection of 
the beſt of parents, whoſe goodneſs I 
nad thus abuſed, and whoſe enjoyments 
muſt be embittered by my undutiful be- 
haviour. My dear Miſs Harley will ex- 
cuſe my thus wandering from the narra 
tive, to indulge a few gloomy reflexions, | 
which burſt in upon the thread of my 
ſtory. Behold then the ſequel : Laſt 
week he ſupped with ſore of his com- 
| panions at a tavern in the city, (from 
whence indeed he never returned ſober); 
and when they were all heated with 
wine, one of them reproached him with 
| his baſe conduct, in bringing ſuch miſe- 
| ry, 


6 1. 
ry upon an unhappy family ; and, after 
l ſome warm altercation, they both ſtarted 
vx up, drew their ſwords | in a moment, and, 
before the reſt of the company could 
; : interfere, Captain Brian received a mor- 
tal wound in the left breaſt, by his anta- 
goniſt Mr Billers, who immediately fled. 
1 A ſurgeon was ſent for direQly, by the 
: maſter of the tavern or fome of the 
company z 5 but all his efforts proved in- 
effectual, grim death had claimed the 
unhappy man for his prey; and he, 
Captain Brian, died next morning, ſin-⸗ 
] cerely owning that he had got the due 
reward of an ill ſpent life, and requeſt- 
ing the ſurgeon to acquaint me, that he 
died a real penitent, imploring my for- 
giveneſs. Here ſhe ſtopped, and wept 
bitterly, lamenting her own unhappy fate, 
| and the miſery which ſhe muſt have 
: :F 2 0 cee 
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brought upon her worthy parents. 1 
begged her to take comfort, and inſiſt- : 
ed on her drinking a claſs of wine to 
| ſupport her ſpirits, until I tent for a Phy- 
ſician. Alas, ſaid ſhe, vour kindneſs is 
in vain, death now can only be my phy- 
ſician; for though the ſpirit of man may 


ſuſtain his infirmities, yet a wounded 


ſpirit who can bear? Still, if I could fee. 
my father, faid ſhe, and obtain his for- 
giveneſs, I ſhould be perfectly refigned, 
hoping that my example may prove of 
laſting benefit to many others, and that 
providence has permitted this for wiſe | 
ends; but does my dear Miſs Harley 
think, that an offended parent will con- 
deſcend to viſit ſo guilty a child. At 
this my heart overfiowed with tender 
nels, and, after diſpatching a ſervant for 
a phyſician, 1 proceeded to aſſure her 
that 
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that I ile not the leaſt doubt of wer 
father's forgiveneſs, and if the pleaſed 
that I would ſend an expreſs of imme- 
diately for him to come: To this ſhe 

conſented with great ſatisfaction. I then 
wrote the following ſhort letter, and | 
: having hired an expreſs, ſent it off in 
leſs than half an hour. 


„ Dear Sir, 


* am juſt now ſitting with your un- 
« fortunate daughter Julia, who is very 
ill, and begs for God's ſake to ſee you. 
Bo Captain Brian 1s dead. I need fay no 


| © more to a man of your ſenſe and hu- 


6 manity. 


— MELINDA HARLEY," 


Alter this, wich great difficulty, 1 pre- . 
valed on Miſs Finchley to accept of the 


3 | ſmall 
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| kal ſum of ten guineas until her father 


came. We did not wait long for the 

phyſician, who ſeemed to be a man of 

great humanity; but, on our going out 
x, together, he candidly owned that he had 
very little hopes, as he ſuſpected that her 
diſorder was far beyond the reach of me- 
dicine, but that he ſhould viſit her eve- 
ry day, and do all that he poſſibly could 
for her recovery: In the mean time he 
adviſed a nurſe tender to be hired, which 
Was inſtantly done at the recommenda- 
tion of tlie landlady, who promiſed to 
attend herſelf as much as ſhe poſſibly 
could, and to ſce that the patient wanted 
for nothing. Upon my return home, 
you may caſily gueſs ] how much Sir Ro- 
bert and Lady Wandle were affected 
with the ſtory, and ever after this, du- 
ring my viſits to iſs Finchley, were 


very 


; [ 67 * 

very impatient for my return home o 
give them an account of my poor patient. 
On the fifth day the landlady of the 
| houſe told me, on going in, that he was | 
much weaker, and had twice fainted | 
| away the preceding night, which alarm- 
ed them ſo much that ſhe had ventured 

to ſend for the phyſician in the middle of 
| - as night, who gave her ſome cordial 

which ſeemed to revive her ſpirits a little, = 

but that he thought her faſt going, and 
| wiſhed that her father might arrive in 
time: Juſt when the landlady Was giving 
me this account a chaiſe ſtopped at the 
door, and Mr Finchley ſtepped out with 


fear and grief painted in his counte- 
nance. I took him into another room, 
and, as far as J was able, prepared him 
gradually for the worſt; then, calling 
for glaſs of wine, ] went up before him 
to | 


to announce his a, which ſeemed to 
give her new life. A languid j joy ſpark- 

led in her eyes, and, upon his entering 
the room, ſhe roſe up to receive him 
While he caught her in his arms with 


5 theſe words.—0 my Julia.— And can 


you forgive your Julia, ſaid ſhe?— And 


8 does my mother forgive me ?—And ſhall | 
: 3 do you think, find pardon at the 


throne of mercy | ?—To all which que- 
ſtions being anſwered in the affirmative 
by the good old man, then ſaid ſhe, with 
a faltering voice, I die content. May 
you receive as much comfort from each 
of your other children as you have re- 


| ceived pain from me. She then ſunk | 
down upon her bed, held out her hand 
to me, ſaid ſomething about my kind- a 
neſs, which I could not diſtinaly under- 
ſtand, and ſoon after expired. Mr Finch- 5 


ley fainted, and we got him removed to 
5 5 another | room, where he Y lay inſenſible 


for ſome time, and, upon recovering his 
| fenſes, called out, — Thy will be done O 
| God, ſanctify thoſe ſufferings. unto me. 
| Next day Sir Robert waited on him in 
1 his carriage, and inſiſted on taking him 
| home to his houſe, which the good old 


| man readily conſented to, after that Sir 


Robert had given the neceflary orders 


for a decent burial. May I never have 
_ occaſion to write to my dear Amanda ſo 


melancholy a letter again. My ſpirits are 
quite ſunk in ſpite of all Lady Wandle's 


kind efforts to cheer them. Adieu. 


5 Mein HARLEY. 


LE T. 


- 
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I. ET TER XI. 


1 Tz o Miſs HARLEY. 


TOW very affeQing has my dear Me: 
5 linda's letter been, and how kind 
ad Fympathifirlg have you ſhown your- 
ſelf to the unfortunate. Your tender 
. compaſſion ſeems to have carried you out 
of yourſelf altogether, yet it muſt have 
been a ſort of pleaſing anguiſh, that 


© freetly melts the mind towards the un- 


. bappy, and will of courſe terminate in a 
ſelf approving joy. God has formed us 
for a ſocial ſtate, as the beſt ſecurity a- 
gainſt the ills of life, and the better to 
enjoy its comforts, and by means of both 
our nature no doubt attains to its higheſt 
degree of improvement and perfection. 
It 1s exercile which gives health and 
Arength 


ſtrength to the body; ſo nothing tends 5 
to refine the moral taſte ſo much as the 


„ cultivating of moral ſentiment by choice 


books and choice company; but above 
all, by repeated acts of humanity, po- 


Iiteneſs and hoſpitality. And I believe, 


it is a great inducement to the exerciſe 
of benevolence, to view human nature 
in a fair light, and to put the beſt con⸗ 
ſtruction on one another 8 actions. Our 


paſſions are the rude materials of our Ss 


virtue, which kind heaven has given us 

to work up, to poliſh and refine into a 

divine piece of workmanſhip. ber 
furniſh. out the whole machinery, the 
calms and ſtorms, the lights and ſhades 
of life. They give virtue its ſtruggles 

and its triumphs: 1 0 conduct them well, 

is merit: To miſapply them, is demerit. 
After this train of moralizing, which 
Jour 
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your laſt letter inſenſibly led me into, I 
muſt now endeavour to divert your at- 
tention, by an account of a very ſingu- i 
her affair which happened in our vicinage 
a few days ago, betwixt Tom Rawley 
and Rob Waters. 1 hey happened both 
to ſup at Mr Robinſon's, when the con- 
verfation happened to turn upon politics, 
and the unhappy conteſt between Great 
Britain and her -Colonies. Mr Robin- 
fon very modeftly ſaid, that he could not 
help approving of Sir Robert Walpole's 
opinion, which was to tax the Ameri- 

_ cans, by enforcing the navigation- acts, 
and preſerving the monopoly of their 
| trade, which mult occaſion their wealth 
and induſtry to center in Great Britain, 
without alienating their affections. Mr 


Waters was very ſevere againſt the con- 


due of the Colonies, and of the Boſto- 


nians 
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nians in particular, ſpoke warmly of 
their ingratitude and riotous proceed- 
ings. Mr Robinſon allowed, that no 
man in his ſenſes could vindicate the tea- : 
| riot, their tarring and feathering of cuſ- 
tom-houſe officers, &'c. acts of inſolence 5 
deſtructive of that very liberty, for the 
fake of which they had taken up arms; 


yet it might be a queſtion how far their 
puniſhment, which involved the inno- 
cent with the guilty, did exceed the 
bounds of moderation ; and whether an 
entire conquelt of them would compen- 
fate for the decay of their trade, and the 
alienation of their affections. We are 
told, ſaid he, that Solan the famous law- 
giver at Athens, having heard from forme. 
of his friends, that his laws were thought 


deficient i in ſome reſpects, and leaning too ii 
4 De much | 


In. 


much towards the popular prejudices: * 
True, replied he, but they are as good 


as they can bear. Yet continued Mr 


Robinſon, there is one circumſtance 
which muſt give every man pleaſure, 
Who is a real friend to this country, 


Which is, that we muſt, by this time, 


have convinced them by the briſk ſale 


£ of our manufactures, ſince their non- 8 
kf importation agreement took place, that 
we can ſubſiſt without them. This be- 
ing done, he now ſincerely wiſhed for 

ſuch a peace and reconciliation, as would 
firmly eſtabliſh the conſtitutional autho- 
rity of the mother-country over every 
part of the empire, and, at the ſame 


time, | preſerve the liberties of America. 


Moſt of the company ſeemed to acqui- 
eſce in thoſe moderate ſentiments, ex- 


Sep Mr Waters, and he expreſſed himſelf 


very L 


(3 
very warmly againſt his friend Tom Naw: 


ley, for laughing at the great heat which 
he ſeemed agitated with: Upon this, ſome 
of the company gave a new turn to the 
diſcourſe, and the ſubject of America 
was not once ſpoke off again, during 
that night. Next morning, however, 
Mr Waters waited upon Tom, and told 
him that he had uſed him laſt night very 5 
unlike an old friend, by treating his opi- 
nion with ſo much ridicule, therefore 
demanded ſatisfaction. In vain did Mr 
Rawley aſſure him, that he Was by no 
means an enemy to his opinion in gene- 
ral, and only thought him v. rong in the 
manner with which he conducted the 
diſpute, eſpecially as Mr Robinſon had 
ſhown ſo much moderation on his fide, 
and that it would be ridiculous for two 
friends to quarrel. about ſuch a trille. 


3. * 5 That 
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That no doubt there were, as in the time 
of Charles the firſt, good people on both 
ſides of the queſtion, who viewed the 
matters in different points of light, 
which ſhould induce every well bred. 
man to expreſs himſelf calmly and po- 

litely, ſo as not to diſturb the peace and 
5 harmony of the company. This by no 
7 means ſatisfied Mr Waters, who {till i in- 5 
5 ſiſted on ſatisfaction, or that he would 
brand him with cowardice : That was 
too much for any man of ſpirit to bear. 
Accordingly they both went out, re- 
paired to the place agreed upon, where, 
having ſettled the diſtance and other 
preliminaries, Mr Rawley received the 
firſt fire which grazed his hat; then 
ſtanding firm like a true hero, he called 
out, Fire your ſecond piſtol, Mr Waters. : 


What do you mean, replied the other, 
when 


3 
when 1 have not received your firſt fi re. 
No matter for that, crycd Tom, you are 


* welcome to fre Again, for as yet I feel 


no inclination, on my ide, to take aw ay 
7 the life of a friend. This had the deſi- 
| red effect. Mr Waters threw down his 
: piſtol, crying out, O Tom forgive my pe- 
tulance and folly, 1 am aſhamed of my 
own conduct thus contraſted with yours, 
how much have you ſhown yourſelf ſu- 
: perior to me in true courage! Then ha- 
| ving both embraced , they returned home | 
in great good humour. Tom has gain - 
ed immortal renown, every mouth is 
open in his praiſe, and I think with rea- 
ſon, Let me know when you are to 
leave London. 


Adieu my dear friend, 


Aux DA Bear FORT. 


G3 LET» 


— > — 


A © _ r 2 rer r . 
4 — 
5%, "IF " e 
7 * 5 * ö 1 5 2 * 8 Wo f 2 488 


78 J 


LETTER XII. 
To Miſs BEAu FORT. yy 


TY dear Ante} 8 laſt kind letter, 
and Lady Wandle's conſtant at- 


tention towards me, has helped much to 
recover my ſpirits, though good Mr 

Finchley': 8 ſituation claimed from us all a 
far ſuperior regard. Indeed nothing has 
been m_— that man in the leaſt de- 


covery; ; 0 hos | his bed | for 5 3 


during which time Sir Robert's own phy- 
ſician conſtantly attended him once a day 
at leaſt. He is now much better, and 


goes regularly out in the carriage with 


Sir Robert to take the air. The Su- 
; preme Being has, my dear friend, 


thought 


1 
thought proper to blend, in the whole 

of things here, a vaſt variety of diſcor- 

| dant and contrary principles; light and 
darkneſs, pleaſure and pain, good and 
evil, that we, ſeeing nothing but imper- : 
fection and want of complete happineſs 
in this ſublunary ſtate, may be led to 

ſeek for it in a future. How much then 


have they to anſwer for who ſeek to vio- 


late this laſt refuge of the miſerable, and | 
to remove from the eye of the afflicted 


this moſt pleaſing hope, this glorious Bs 


: pillar, which ſupport. the weakneſs of = 
humanity, and without which exiſtence 
| would be given to many of the. human 
8 ſpecies, rather as a curſe than as a bleſ- 
ſing from the hands of our benevolent _ 
Creator. Mr Finchley bears his late 
trial with that degree of fortitude which 5 
- is equally diſtant from raſnneſs and cow- 
| 25 ardice, 


C &o J 


50 ardice, and, though it does not t hinder 


him from feeling, yet prevents him from 
ſhrinking under the itroke.—T he Lord 


giveth, the Lord taketh away z blefſed be 
the name of the Lord, was the language 
of the good old man.—Your account of 
the late duel has entertained us very 
much; Sir Robert and Mr Finchley are 
both in raptures with Mr Rawley's con- 
duct; indeed we all think that he be- 
; haved nobly, and are glad that his anta- 
goniſt became ſo ſenſible of his own fol- 
ly; for, next to the doing of a good ac- 
tion, the candid acknowledgment of a 
fault claims our approbation. Indeed, 
my dear, I have always thought thoſe 
quarrelſome wretches to be the peſts E 
ſociety, T hey are for the molt part cap- 
tious men, who ſeek to ſcreen the infa- 
5 my oi f their lives under lome honourable 
Pie: quarrel. 


1 
quarrel. The brave man only can for- 
give. Cowards have done good actions: 
Cowards have ſometimes fought, and 
even conquered, but a coward cannot 
forgive. Mr Finchley ſays that a proper 


ſtigma or degree of ignominy, infficted 


on the perſon of the challenger, would 
have a much better effect than as the law 
ſtands at preſent. Severe laws are ſel- 
dom executed, ſo the guilty eſcape with 
impunity; whereas fines and degrada- 
tions, exacted before Courts of honour, 
ſuch as are held in Sweden, would have 
a much better effect in checking thoſe 
ſubverters of peace and eſtabliſned order, 


who not only violate the laws of Gd 


and man, but expoſe the long liſt of 
their friends and connections to unſpeak- 
able anguiſh and diſtreſs. I believe we 
ſhall all {et out very ſoon for the ny 


E 8 J 
again, and, as my ſtay at Wotton-hall 
will be ſhort, before I go home ſhall 
Hatter myſelf with the approaching hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing my dear Amanda in a 
week or two at moſt. 1 


Adieu my dear friend, 


London, --- © FFF * 


April 5th. — 8 


LETTER XIV. 
To Miſs BravrorT, 
E all arrived in good health at 


Wotton- hall on the 15th, ha- 


: ving in our company a Mr Lanton, who 


is a relation ot Sir Robert's * and lately 
returned 


[ 83 ] 


returned from the Faſt Indies, with a 


genteel eaſy fortune, gained at no ex- 


pence of character, guiltleſs of rapine 


and depredation he is chearful, frank, 


and open, gives a fine character of Mr 


Haſkins the preſent governor, and ſays 


that he has done all that A man could do 
3 to re-eſtabliſh the Company” 8 finances 


. under proper management and cecono- 


* my; and at the ſame time to protect the 
poor natives from being any longer op- 


preſſed by their eruel taſk-maſters, which 
had occaſioned the depopulation of a 


great part of that once happy A; 
lo deſervedly named by Aurengzebe the 
Paradiſe of nations. What a reproach 


to Engliſhmen, ſo jealous of their own 


liberties, thus to have made ſo wanton 
an uſe of their power over the deſence- 
leſs inhabitants ! [ This, my dear Aman 
7 as 
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da, i is the dire effects of luxury, which 


brings along with it an inſatiable thirſt. 
after riches, which, in the general opinion 


of the world now, ſeems to ſupply the 
want of every virtue. Poverty alone 
may be ſupportable; but when taxed 
as it is, with infamy, ſome of the wiſeſt 
and beſt of men have dificulty enough 
to bear up under this additional preſſure. 

Individuals have amaſſed miniſterial . 
tunes, while the public is poor, and left 

to ſhift for itſelf; but death, ſays our 

political writers, is juſt as unavoidable 
to the political, as to the animal frame. 
Beggary is the conſequence of flavery 


in ſome countries, and probably llavery 
will be the conſequence of beggary | in 
ours. Corruption has been long, not 


only eſtabliſned, but openly avowed; 
while the rage of a kalle and ſquander. 


ing 


85 1 
ing policy muſt (if ſome temedy is not 
ſoon applied) bring our liberties into 
more real, though leſs apparent danger, 
than during the reign of prerogative. 
Mr Lanton likewiſe informed us, that 
juſt before he left Bengal, a gentleman 
of his acquaintance had, when dying, 
5 given poſitive orders to burn his body, 
according to the Gentoo faſhion, which = 
was done accordihgly : Happily for his ” 
wife, ſhe was not of the Gentoo religion, 
to burn along with him. We aſked, 
what could be the origin of ſo barbarous 
a cuſtom; to which Mr Lanton replied, 
that, in the Bedang or Gentoo bible, 5 
there is this remarkable expreſſion, Vize 
« The woman who dies with her buſ- 
I band, ſhall enjoy eternal felicity with 
« him in the next world. .” —Bcſides, 
though they are not forced by violence 
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to burn, thay are, ſays he, in a manner 43 
forced by cuſtom ; and ſhame, the great- 
eſt of all evils in this life, would be their 


portion, if they refuſed. Thus ſtimulat- 


cd by the fear of ſhame i in this world, and ; 


by the hopes of happineſs i in the next, it is 


no great wonder that the voice of nature 
1s ſtifled, and common ſenſe ſet at defi- . 
ance. In every thing elſe, he ſays, that 
their religion inculcates the pureſt mo- 
rals; when old people, paſt all hopes of 
recovery, and lingering under cruel 
Pains, are carried down to the Ganges, : 
and delivered over to the god of that 
river. Their humanity to the brute. 
creation is ſo great, that moſt of their 
ſects live on milk, rice and vegetables. 


They believe in tranſmigration, and that 


after certain periods of expiation, ac- 


cording to their different offences, they 


will 


. 8 3 5 


the Deity, Who cannot delight i in the con- 


tinued miſery of his creatures, nor would 
he have created but to bleſs. After 

: this, Mr Lanton ſurpriſed us by his ac- 
Y : count of the ſavage ferocity of the ty⸗ 


gers in that country, who frequently 


. | fwim | from the banks of the river, and 
deſtroy the unhappy boat-men drowned 
in ſleep. They are ſuch firm predeſti- 

5 narians, ſays he, that they will not be at 
| the pains to ſet a watch; for when 


awake, they have a particular cry, which 


they uſe, called the tyger cry, which ef- 


fectually frightens him away. It is an 
undeniable fact, that when a Dandy or 


7 common rower 18 carried off by a tyger, 


his companions place a ſmall ſtick on 


the oppoſite bank, in the ſhape of an oar, 
while a fall rudder is placed on the 
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will all be made happy | in the fruition of 
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: like fatal accident happening to the Man- 
£y or pilot, thus denoting the accident. 

5 to others paſſing that way. Leſterday, 

a few hours after our arrival, we had a 

viſit from Mr Viner. 1 thought that 

he looked much graver than uſual. 

None but Lady Wandle and I were in 
the drawing-room 5 and, upon her be- 
ing called out for ſome time, he told me 

that he was much afraid, that a more 
rich and perhaps a more fortunate rival 


had got already my parents conſent, and 


only hoped that no perſuaſions would in- 
duce me to give my hand in barter 
| for a ſhining fortune, unleſs that I, 
| thought him every way beſides . 
of my regard and eſteem. 1 aſſured him 
that he had little cauſe to be uneaſy on 
account of that gentleman, who never 


would be a dangerous rival to him: That 
3 


+ 99: 1 

I hoped my parents would pay a greater 
regard to realities than appearances; 
and that as happineſs was the object "" 
all our purſuits, could not ſuppoſe that 
they would ſacrifice the ſubſtance for the 

ſhadow. Finally, my dear Amanda, I 
conſented never to beſtow my affections 

upon any other man, frankly owning 
that he, Mr Viner, had acquired the : 
higheſt place of regard and eſteem in 

my breaſt. At the utterance of theſe 


laſt words, he ſeemed quite tranſported 1 


from the depth of fear and doubt, to an 
exceſs of hope and joy. He ſaid, that, 
after ſo gracious a declaration, he would | 
not allow himſelf to harbour any future : 
| ſaſpicion of my conduct, as contrary to 
his happineſs; nor would he even ſup- 
poſe, that my parents would perſiſt in 
. recommending any man contrary to my 
5 I 4555 oyn 
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on choice. He then ſuddenly matched 
_ a kiſs from my hand, crying out, Tet this | 


then be the ſeal of our mutual conſtan- ; 


cy. Soon alter, Lady Wandle entered 
the room again, and, in a little time, we 
were joined by Sir Robert, Mr Finchley | 
and Mr Lanton. Never did I fee Mr 
Viner to ſuch advantage: ; 1 real 
c modeſty he joined a polite eaſy aſſu- 
rance : The graces ſurrounded him, and 
lent him all their aſſiſtance, ſo that he 
expreſſed himſelf with the utmoſt pro- 
priety and perſpicuity on every ſubject 
that was introduced; while, at the ſame 
time, he liſtened with a well bred atten- 
tion to every one elſe as they ſpoke : . 
In ſhort, we ſpent the evening in the 
moſt agreeable manner, even Mr Finch- 
ley ſeemed to forget his late misfortune, 
and gave way to his natural chearful- 


neſs 5 


1 Sir Robert, that his leaſes being to ex- 
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neſs and good humour. Adder ſupper, 
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| the converſation turned upon land and 
Ez new leaſes, when Mr Viner informed 
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| pire next year, he had ſent for his te- 
nants, and told them, that, after the 
moſt impartial inquiry and mature deli - 
: beration, he found that his eſtate could 
bear an advanced rent of L. 1 50 a- year, : 
without the leaſt oppreſſion : That if 
5 they choſe to continue in poſſeſſion, they : 


might conſider upon it; and if the pro- 


BA. . — . — 2 - 
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poſal was reaſonable, they had no more 
ado than to proportion the new riſe to 
their reſpective farms. They unani- 
5 mouſly agreed to the propoſal, and have | 
fince, he added, laid on the proportion. 
to the ſatisfaction of all concerned. 
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3 Early next morning, Mr Viner left usz 
and, before dinner, my father arrived, 
and 
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* 1 
and told me that my wether was impa- 


tient for my return home, as ſhe had 
7 been indiſpoſed for ſome time with a ſe- 


| vere cold ; t We ſet off to- morrow for | 


Dalberry. I ſhall not cloſe wy letter 
until I get there. 


15 Wotton-hall, | 
_ April 16. ane 5 


Veſterday, my dear Amanda, I got 
ſafe to Dalberry, where J found the face 
of nature all ſmiling, the meadows CrOWN- | 
ed with verdure, and the trees putting 
forth their leaves, rejoicing in the beams | 
of the ſun; but alas I cannot participate 
in the general joy. My mother and all 
the ſervants ſeemed extremely happy at 
my return, and alked me a thouſand 
queſtions about my jaunt to London. 


After dinner my mother took me into 
| her 


1 93 ki 

f her cloſet, and then began by teling me 
what a fine proſpect 1 had, in conſe- 
quence of the propoſal made by Mr Aſh, 
| and how happy both ſhe and my father - 


were at the prudent and cautious con- 


duct which 1 had ſhown at Manden- 
houſe, the owner of which had too finall | 
a fortune to be any temptation to me; 
and concluded by ſaying, that ſhe made 
no doubt but I would agree in thinking L 
that ſuch an offer was too good to be re- 
5 jected, eſpecially as he, Mr Aſh, had at 
the ſame time an irreproachable charac- 
| ter. To all this 1 only anſwered, that I 
never conſidered riches as the chief in- 
gredient in the ſcale of happineſs, and 
that! it was of too much conſequence to _ 
my future welfare to decide haſtily upon. 
My mother appeared to be ſurprized at 
che coldneſs of my anſwer, but obſerved, 
at: 


E 
at the ſame time, that neither ſhe nor 
my father had any intentions to hurry 
the affair on too faſt, though ſhe was 
| perſuaded that all our friends would 
think it the moſt extravagant madneſs to 
refuſe ſuch an advantageous « ofter. Thus, : 
my dear friend, you ſee what oppoſition 
have reaſon to expect i in the completion | 
of my wiſhes. Pray come and ſtay with 
me ſome days, as I want much to ſee 
C you. F find that next week Mr Aſh i in- 
tends me the honour of a viſit; he has 
already ſent a card to my father to en- 
quire after my health. Remember me 


kindly to your mother, and believe me, 
Vours moſt ſincerely. | 


MxLINDA HARLEY: 


| "Ill 
A mr 17..— 
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LETTER xv. 
To Miſs HARLEV. 5 


= ESTERDAY your ſervant brought 
T me your kind, entertaining letter, 
| which I delayed to anſwer until this 
morning, having deſired John to tell you 
= that I would ſend my own ſervant with 
it. I have been a good deal fatigued 
= . ſome days paſt 1 in attending my mo- 
5 ther, who has been very ill with an Ery- 
ſipelas in her face, and a degree of fever 

at the ſame time, owing, I believe, to 
her catching cold. She is now better, 
and deſires me to thank you kindly, in 
her name, for your attention towards 
her; I do not know but it is well for 
you that ſhe is not ſomewhat younger, 
1 otherways the might become a dange- 


rous | 


- MF 
| wxvus rival to you. She dined one day 
lately at Mr Robinſon's, in company with | 
Mr Viner, and ſhe has been raving about 


him ever ſince, as the moſt engaging, 
attentive, well bred man, that ſhe has 

ſeen of a long time. > propos, have you 
heard that Miſs Amely, ſceond daughter 

| to Mr Robinſon, has made a very tooliſh 
5 marriage with a Mr Thornberry, con- 
trary to her father and mother's expreſs 

deſire and intreaty. The man has made 
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money by farming, and makes a tole- N 
rable appearance when he comes abroad. Z 
He is allowed to be an honeſt man in his 
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dealings, but is very deficient in his tem- 
per to thoſe who live with him, and are 
' anyways dependent upon him. I hear 
that ſhe has already requeſted of her fa- 
ther not to pay up her portion, which i 18 
L. 1000, but to reſerve 1 it for her future 
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maintenance, as ſhe thinks it impoſlible 

to live with him. I have not yet learned 
all the particulars, only I underſtand that 

it will be difficult for her father to get 
this accompliſhed, unleſs that Mr Thorn- 

: berry gives his conſent. 'Taus, poor wo- 
man, does ſhe reap the fruits of her own 
folly and obſtinacy. She was indeed paſt 

the prime of youth, but ſurely marriage 
is not eſſential to happineſs ; ; and 1 know 
nothing that can render a woman mor e 

deſpicable than this notion of marriage, 

5 being abſolutely neceſſary 3 beſides, it 
is the very way to prevent it, and expa- 

rience ſhows, that many women have 

paſſed through lite in a very happy, ealy, 
and reſpectable manner, without enter- 
ing into the matrimonial ſtate. Thank 

God that the place of my nativity was 

not amongſt thoſe Gentoos you mention, 
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and that I run no riſk of being burnt, 
A death that I abhor as much as Falſtaff 
| abhorred to drown ! But, jeſting apart, 
| what reaſon have we to be thankful, my 
dear Melinda, for having our lot caſt 3 in 
ſuch an enlightened age, and in a coun- 
try ſo juſtly renowned for arts and ſcien- 5 
ces, but above all for civil and religious 
liberty. May kind heaven long preſerve 
7 thoſe invaluable bleſſings to us; and may 
our rulers be guided by a ſincere love 
5 for their country, and never led aſide by 
| a ſpirit of avarice, or by the blind im- ; 
pulſes of ungovernable paſſion. I love 
and admire the character of Mr Haſtings 
the preſent governor of Bengal—May he 


mect with a reward equal to his merits, 5 
1 commend your fr ank and ſincere con- 


duct towards Mr Viner, and J ſtill hope 


to tee you. oth happy, i in ſpite of thoſe 
unfavourable 


EW 3 
unfavourable | circumſtances that you 
5 mention. Pray keep up your ſpirits, for 
all will yet end well. © poſſible I will 
ſee you to-morrow, though I can make 
no ſtay with you at preſent. 1 will now 
5 conclude by adviſing you ſtrictly to ad- 


here to your own maxim, which | is ne- 


ver to marry any man contrary to your = 
parents conſent, and far leſs to give your 


hand to a man whom you can neither 7 


love nor eſteem. Nothing but the molt 
indigent circumſtances, | joined to the 
pr -obability of being bighly uſeful to a ſet 

of deſerving relations, can, in my opi- ; 
. nion, tempt any reaſonable woman to 
55 make ſuch a ſacrifice of herſelf, nor even 

then, unleſs he be a man of a fair cha- 
racter. ; Your parents are too fond of 
you to perſiſt in recommending any man 
contrary to 1 own inclinations; and 


OO you 
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you-are too dutiful, and have too juſt a 
ſenſe of your own dignity, to think of 
any man who is not entitled to the ap- 
probation and eſteem of the good and 

virtuous part of mankind, and every way 
5 qualified to make you happy. Thus cir- 

cumſtanced, you will agree in time, * 


take comfort from your unalterable 
friend, 


Aux DA BEAUFORT. 


107 ] 
LETTER XVI. 
To Miſs BEAUTORT. 


ow forry am I that your ſtay here 
was ſo ſhort. Never did I ſtand 
more! in need of r my dear Amanda's pre- 
| lence, to whom I can with lafety unbo- 
ſom myſelf at any 1 time. Since you left | 
me, Mr Aſh has been here again : You 
know that he had, in his firſt viſit, ſatis- 
hed himſelf with paying me a particular 
attention, without any declarations of 
love. At his ſecond viſit, my father pro- | 
| poſed that we ſhould all take a walk in 


the garden before dinner, as the weather 


was ſo inviting. After ſome time the : 


D reſt of the company tell behind, and turn- 


ed round to another walk, Mr Aſh then 


3 


ww] 
5 began, in a decent enough manner, to 
acquaint me of his 1 intentions, hoped that 45 
1 did not take amiſs his firſt mentioning 
it to my parents, eſpecially as * was then 
in London. That he was very happy! in 
obtaining their approbation, and hoped 
that this circumſtance would induce me 
to lend a favourable ear to his propoſals, 
eſpecially as he underſtood that my affee- 5 
tions were not otherwiſe engaged. I 
ſincerely thanked him for the honour he 
had done me, and profeſſed to retain a 
grateful ſenſe of the preference which he 
was fo kind as to beſtow upon me; that 
nevertheleſs I ſhould no longer deſerve 
his eſteem, if 1 did not candidly own that | 
my affections were ſo far engaged to an- 
other man, that I could not in honour 5 
betray his intereſt and happineſs. 1 af- 
: ſured him, at the ſame time, that I did - 


| not 
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not basbeur the ſmalleſt reſentment at 
his (Mr Aſh's) conduct in having figni- 
fied his intentions to my parents firſt, 
and that I ſincerely wiſhed him happy 
in better choice. He ſeemed much 
furprized, and expreſſed his difapproba- 
tion of my father's conduct (by giving 
him fo much encouragement) i in a man- 
ner that I thought was not altogether 
genteel; 1 then undertook to juſtify my 
; father, by aſſuring him that neither he 
or my mother were then acquainted with | 
all the circumſtances, ſo could not mean 
to deceive him; but, on the contrary, 
were warmly attached to his intereſt. 
He then requeſted to know if he might 
take the liberty to enquire the name 
of his rival; I frankly named Mr Vi- 
ner. Mr Viner, Madam, faid he, ſure- 5 
ly you do not intend to throw yourſelf 


away 
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| away upon a man of his ſmall fortune ! 
1 don? t know, Sir, replied I, what you 


mean by throwing myſelf away, as Mr 


Viner has an eaſy competency of his own, 
and I think the qualities of his mind 
abundantly ſupply the deficiency of his 
fortune. Madam, replied he, with * 
| kind of ſtately air, I beg pardon, and 
| juſt as he had finiſhed theſe words, a 

ſervant came to inform us that dinner 
was ready. We all walked in, but in 
ſpite of the great attention ſhown to Mr - 
Aſh during the time of dinner, he ap- 
_ peared diſconcerted and out of humour, T 
deſtitute of that ſweetneſs of temper and 25 
| complacency of behaviour, the fruits of 

a liberal education, he appears to mea- 
ſure his regard for people, according to 

the weight of their purſes, or to a ready 5 

compliance with his will. Very ſoon 

after 


T7 7 


aſter dinner, he ordered his carriage to 
be got ready, and then took his leave. 
85 My father followed him out, and I ob- 
ferved from the window of my room that 


they converſed for ſome time together. 


After Mr. Aſh was gone, my father came 5 
into my room, with a ſeverity of coun- . 
tenance new to me. He began by up- 
braiding me in ſharp terms for my | 
diſingenuous conduct, in writing from 5 
Wotton -hall ſuch aſſurances of not ha- 
: ving engaged my affe ctions, when S. 


| knew the contrary, and of giving Mr 


Aſh ſuch a reception at preſent as to 2 
make him depart in anger. I begged of 
my father to command his temper, and 
again aſſured him that I never would 
give my hand to Mr Viner, or to any 
man without his conſent ; but hoped, 


that he would ſhow the ſame regard for 
ST my 


1 
| 
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: my peace in not forcin g my choice : In 
Fort, I ſaid every thing that I could 
think of to mollify him, but all in vain. 
e left me abruptly in a paſſion, though 
he ſaw me all in tears; ſoon after, my 
3 mother appeared, and the ſame mortify- 


Ing ſcene was repeated, adding, that if 


Mr Harley or ſhe had encouraged a man 
advanced in years, or a man of weak 
parts, who could not acquit himſelf in 
company with propriety, that in this 
caſe, great allowances would be made 
for ſuch an act of diſobedience; but, in 
the preſent ſituation, it muſt appear to 


5 every body as downright obſtinacy; 


eſpecially, as I had confeſſed before 1 
went to London, that my affections were 
not engaged. What could I fay, my 
dear Amanda, to parents otherwiſe good 


and tender, but at preſent blinded by 
Prejudice 


E 
prejudice and falſe appearances. The 
voice of reaſon was ineffectual. I fell 
at my mother's feet, and beſought her 
compaſſion and interceſſion with my fa- 
. ther; 3 the ſeemed to be moved and ſoft- 
. ned for a little; then frankly owned, that 
if ſhe undertook my defence, ſhe was much : 
afraid that it would provoke my father 
to a greater degree; and beſides, ſays my 


mother, with what face, Melinda, could 


= undertake to argue againſt myſelf, 
for 1 was always of the ſame opinion i 
with your father in this affair, and we 
ſcarce doubted of your ready acquieſ- 
cence, after your laſt letter from Wot- 
ton-hall : I beg, therefore, that you 
would again take your own conduct: „ 
to conſideration, and, after the many 
7 proofs that we have ſhown of our ten- | 
| der affection for you, do not force your 
: Parents 
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parents to an alteration of their conduct 
towards you, by perſevering in obſtinacy, 
and manifeſting a total diſregard to their 
wiſhes and deſires, which terminate in 
your welfare. 1 am perſuaded, added 1 


ſhe, that, after mature deliberation, v0u 


will of yourſelf come to a more reaſon- 
able way of thinking, and ſee your own 
intereſt in a proper point of view. Af. 

ter this, ſhe roſe and left me to my own : 
_ thoughts ; but how ſhall I deſcribe the 
pain and anguiſh which I ſuffered all | 
that evening. I began to be afraid, that 
I could not long bear up my ſpirits un— 
der the frowns and diſpleaſure of thoſe 
to whom I owed my birth, education, 
and all the happineſs that I had hitherto 
| enjoyed. On the other hand, 1 deteſted 


2 the thoughts of betraying my Engage» 


ments to one of the moſt deſerving men, 
who 


[ 1099 1 


6 had no other fault but that of a 
- ſmall fortune, in compariſon to his tle 
val. In this dilemma, 1 determined i mn -- 
my own mind to continue as I am, fin- 
2 gle, without changing my condition; 3 
and ſurely my parents will, > hope, be 


at leaſt ſatisfied, and require no more of 


an unhappy child. I did not cloſe my = 
eyes all night. | Adieu, my dear Aman- 

da, and, if poſſible, come and ſtay with 
me ſome days ; There is no body at pre- 


ſent, that [ wiſh o much to ſee. 


dlrLpa HAxlEv. 


.- 


P. 8. This moment I have a card 
from Mr Viner, to enquire after my 
health, and to inform me of his inten- 
tions to pay us a viſit to-morrow. I : 
have excuſed myſelf at preſent, as being 


3 mne, | 
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indiſpoſed, and have tebired bim to poſt- 


pone his viſit until Wedneſday. Of this 


1 immediately acquainted my mother, 
Tug determined to act openly. e 


LETTER XVII 


7 0 the ſame. 


-Þ- 
. reaſons given by my dear A. 
manda, for delaying her viſit, are 
| too juſt for me to find fault with, and 
as you give me hopes of being here on 
”, Saturday next, 1 ſhall endeavour to curb 
my impatience as well as I can. On 
| Wedneſday, as expected, we had a viſit 
from Mr Viner: He has bought a new 
carriage, and his dreſs was elegant, but : 


not gaudy, his whole behaviour and ap- 


pearance was ſo much like a man of taſte, 
that 


„„ 
that my mother, in ſpite of her preju- 
dice, could not refuſe her approbation 
bol it: Aſter all, my dear, he found but 
a cold and formal reception from my pa- 
rents; but as he knew the reaſon, and 
was well acquainted with my ſentiments, 
he ſeemed not ſo much mortified as one 
might have expected. Before he went 
away, he found an opportunity to tell 
me, that he had accidentally met with 
Mr Afh, at the houſe of Squire Philips, 
on Monday laſt, where he, Mr Aſh, be- 
haved in a haughty and inſolent manner 
towards him: That, however, nothing 
had paſſed which could be called a real 
affront, and that he, Mr Viner, ſatisfied . 
himſelf, with oppoſing his rival's opinion 
oftner than he otherwiſe would have 
* done, purely. to mortify his arrogance ; 
in che doing of which be, Mr Viner, 
4 


En 
was very happy in the thoughts of hav- 80 


1 ing commanded his temper, and to have 


delivered his ſentiments in ſuch a manner, 
as to procure a majority of the company | 
upon his ſide of the argument; and 
that he attributed his own cool behavi« 
our and preſence of mind, to what had 
in effe@ happened to Mr Aſh at our 
houſe, which he ſhrewdly ſuſpected then 
from his rival's apparent peeviſhneſs, 
and want of temper. After a difh of tea, 
Mr Viner took his leave in a polite eaſy 
manner, giving us to underfland that he 
Was engaged to paſs the evening at 
Mr. Robinſon' s. My father ſtill conti- 
| nues in his former notions, and in his. 
ſtrong prejudice | in favour of Mr Aſh; 
and though my mother does not ex- 
| preſs herſelf ſo warmly, yet the al- 
Ways concurs with him 1 in opinion, ſtill 
expecting 


1 3 3 


expecting chat 1 will (as they call it) ſee. 
muy own intereſt and advantage at laſt. 
Alas, my dear friend, how few ſeem in- 
clined to follow the plain dictates of rea- 
ſon; and though poſſeſſed of every thing 


8 neceſſary for real happineſs, yet by cre- 
_ ating artificial wants, and endeavouring 


to graſp at a ſhadow, while they neglect 
the ſubſtance, thus diſquiet and torment 
their own minds, and live more to other 
people than to themſelves. My ſpirits 
are ſo low that I can proceed no farther, | 


| ſo muſt now lay down the pen. 
Farewell, my dear Amanda, 


| Yours, 6e. 


as. 4 


MuLiNDA HanLav, 
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DT the ſome. 


My dear Amanda, to what new 


ſcenes of diſtreſs am I reſerved! 


To wo . after you left us, I had ano- 


ther viſit from Mr Aſh. He came in a 

coach and four, attended by three ſer- | 
vants! in livery. After the uſual compli- 

ments were over, and that ſome time had 
been ſpent in converſation about the 
weather, politics, Oc. my father and 

mother left the room, one alter the 
other, no doubt by deſign. Mr Aſh 
then began, by paying me ſome very 
flattering compliments, and concluded, 5 
by expreſſing his hopes, that 1 would at 
laſt be propitious, and yield to the Joint 
- entreaties of himſelf and my own parents, 


whoſe 


C | 115 4 
whoſe goodneſs and tenderneſs 1 had = 
always done juſtice to before, and who: 


could have no other view but my happi- 
neſs and proſperity: Finally, that nothing 
was wanted but my ſmiles and appro- 1 
dation to make him the happieſt of men. 
I anſwered, that I was entirely fatisfied 
with his good intentions, as well as thoſe 


of my beloved parents; yet thought my- 


elf in ſome meaſure a judge of what ſo 


I nearly concerned me, and hoped that my 
former conduct would be juſtified i in the 


end: That he Mr Afh was no doubt 
|; worthy of a better partner : : That I was 
much obliged to him; but never would 


alter my mind while Mr Viner lived; 


| therefore requeſted of him as a man of ; 


1 honour, that he would no longer perſiſt 


in a fruitleſs purſuit, which could anſwer 


no other end but to give us a great deal 
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of uneaſineſs. He till perſevered, not- 


withſtanding, (no doubt emboldened by 
the. intereſt that he held with my parents) 
5 and I continued to refuſe | in as well bred 


a manner as I could, but at the ſame 


time with firmneſs of mind. In this | 
5 manner we ſpent an hour at leaſt, when 5 
1 was happily relieved by one of the ſer- | 
vants opening the door, to acquaint us 


that dinner was upon the table. Our 


appearance in the dinning-room, was ac- : 
7 companied with fuch an air of filence and 
ſolemnity; chat, had a ftranger pop'd | "= 
upon us, he would have been very apt to 
take us for aſmall knot of quakers waiting 
for the ſpirit to move us. Happy ſhould 
I be if nothing worſe had inſued after 
Mr Aſn left us; but the incloſed letters 
Which I received on the very day follow- 


wa, ing, will ſerve to Boe you a proper no. ; 


tion = 
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tion of that dreadful ſtate of anxiety to ; 
which my mind is reduced. They have 
increaſed my love and eſteem for Mr 
Viner, and of courſe my fears for his 
ſafety. He has, indeed, with Roman for- 5 
5 titude, declined the mad thoughts of - 
going out of his way to fight a duel; 
but ſhould they meet, good God! my 
foul ſhudders at the horrid conſequences! 
ij; my dear, that reaſonable creatures, ä 
and thoſe too, profeſſing a religion which | 
breathes nothing ſo much as peace, love, 
and even the forgiveneſs of mjuries, 
ſhould, in thoſe enlightened times, con- 
tinue to follow this Gothic cuſtom, found- 
ed upon ignorance and barbarity. Ne- 
ver did I ſpend ſuch another night as the 
laſt. I dreamed of nothing but naked 


| ſwords and ghaftly wounds; I thought 


that Mr Viner appeared t to me with a 
kale 
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pale and languid look, yet did he utter tlie 
a following words: Fear not, my charmer, 
faid he, for we {till ſhall be happy. Have 
you any faith in dreams! and if you 
have, what can this mean? Does the pre- 
diction relate to this or a future ſtate ? 7 
Tam weary of conjectures and ſhall now 
lay down my pen, truſting that kind pro- 
vidence will interpoſe to avert the 1 mo 
pending danger. 8 8 


Adieu, my dear i 
MI pA Hasler. 1 
Pi. S. I really think that my parents 


are ſoftened, ſince they read the follow- 
ing letters. 9 1 5 


1 
LETTER XI. 
To Mr Vines. 


| cc Sim, 


1 


« lie i in your way. Mr and Mrs Harley $ 
& are determined againſt you, and the 
c beauteous prize herſelf declares that 
| © ſhe never will be yours without their 
« conſent. Ceaſe then from a vain pur- 
„ ſuit; or let the fate of arms decide. 
« If you prefer this laſt alternative, Ido. 
expect that you will prove yourſelf a 
% man of honour, by meeting me any day 
60 you pleaſe to mention next week, at 

the Crown and Anchor Tavern in 
|. London, where the time and place 5 
1 hall 
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the inſuperable difficulties that 
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J 
ſhall be agreed upon ; becauſe, for 
many reaſons, I think it would be pro- 
per to remove from the country be- 


* fore hand. 


c None but the brave deſerve the fair! ; 


6 I am, SIR, 


„% Your moſt humble ſervant, 


ce R. A 8 H.“ 


LET. 


£m 1 
LETTER XX. 
To Mr As k. 

2; Sim, | 

« Am juſt now favoured with your 
Kew 1 card, and ſhall loſe no time im an- : 
<« ſwering it. Know then, haughty Sir, 

© that my principles are againſt duelling, 
both as a wicked and a fooliſh cuſtom. 
I hold it to be a crime to go out of 
ce my way for that purpoſe, and to de- 
« ſert the ſtation wherein providence has 
" « placed me. True courage, in my 
6 opinion, does not conſiſt ſo much in 
6 expoſing our lives wantonly, as in per- 
© ſevering in the diſcharge of our duty, 
and in not trembling at the breath of 
* fools. Of the three laws, viz. That 
0 of God, of politic Societies, and of 
« Faſhions, I cannot, without renoun- 


L. eing 
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being my common ſenſe, allow the two : 
e firſt to give way to the laſt. You call 
< upon me to prove myſelf a man of ho- 


% nour; to which I anſwer, that I never 


60 can have any notion of honour as di- 
45 ſtin& from virtue and accordingly, 
cc when Marcellus built the temple of 5 


66 Honour at Rome, the way into it was 


« only through the temple of Virtue. 
. Such notions as ſeparate the man of - 
ce honour from the man of virtue, muſt 
; « be pernicious to ſociety 3 ; nor can in- : 
Co « decencies be cured by them : : But, 
6 pray Sir, do not preſume that this 
0 kind of philoſophy takes its riſe at pre- 
« ſent from any fear of you. I ſhall 
* continue my viſits to Dalberry, and 
„ {ſhall probably meet you at public pla- 15 
« ces oftner than uſual; you know my 


5.08 road. l ſhall take care to be provided 
with 


+ LOT 23 ; 
with the means of defence, and if you 
- « ſhould pretend to obſtruct my paſſage, 
"50 1-00 expect to make you pay the price : 
« of your temerity. The prize in diſ- 
« pute is of too much eſtimation | in my 
s eyes ever to give up, but at her own 
cc expreſs deſire; ; and while ſhe herſelf : 
„ continues to favour me with her e- 


7 ® ſeem, I truſt that, by the help of God, 
wh ſhall overcome all other difficulties. 


J am, Sr, 
« Your moſt humble ſervant. 


% HENRY Vines,” 


13 ILE T. 


5 in this affair ſnall meet with your appro- ; 


1 4 1 


r een . 


To Miſs HARLE V. 
Mepan, ; 
Have. taken the moſt early opportu- 
4 nity to ſend you incloſed a copy of 


Mr Aſh's letter to me, and my anſwer 
to it. Happy ſhall I be, if my conduct 


g bation, which I make no great doubt of, =, 


from my previous knowledge of your 
ſentiments on the ſubject of quelling. 


1am, : 
Mapan, with reſpect, 
' Your moſt obedient ſervant. 
HENRY VIN ER. 


LET. 


G 
"LETTER Tin. 
To Mr Tu: . 
sia, | 
OU can be no firanger to my opi- 


| nion of duelling, and, had you 
ated otherwiſe than you have done, it 


would have given me much more unea- 
ſineſs ; ; nor could I, contrary to my judg- 
ment, have preſerved the ſame degree 


of eſteem for you that I have hitherto | 


profeſſed. Continue, Sir, to act up to 
the dictates of your own conſcience, and 
be perſuaded that your conduct will be 
approved of, at leaſt by all the wiſe and 
virtuous part of mankind. I have no 
more to add, but my aſſurance that your 


ſafety and welfare is dear to me. 
1 am, Six, 
_ Your moſt humble ſervant. 
 Merinba HARLEY. 


is LET- 


1 
LETTER XXIII. 


To Mifs Haney. 


JOW much am I indebted to my 
| dear Melinda for the pains ſhe has 
a to inform me of every circum- 
ſtance relative to her preſent ſituation, 
and for the confidence ſhe is pleaſed to 


55 put in me, which never ſhall be abuſed! 


Jou will, perhaps, before this reaches to 
hand, have heard of the ſtrange accident 
Which has happened to Mr Aſh, and of | 

Mr Viner's noble behaviour upon that 

occaſion; : but as ſome of the circum- 
ſtances may not be told you, and others 
may be miſrepreſented, I ſhall now en- 
deavour to give you as clear and conciſe 

an account of the whole as 10 can recol- 


Je, 
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lect, having received my information 
from one of the gentlemen who was up- 
on the hunting party that day. Mr Vi- 
ner, it ſeems, had not intended to have 
been of the party, but, hearing that Mr 
Aſh was to be there, he poſtponed ſome 
buſineſs, and threw himſelf in the way, 1 
to convince Mr Aſh, no doubt, that he 
was determined to act up to that line of 
conduct which he had expreſſed in his 
anſwer to the challenge. They were 
both well mounted in purſuit of a ſtag; 8 
but the chace was long, and Mr Aſh be- 
ing a heavy man, his horſe was fatigued 
, that in jumping : A ditch he miſſed the 
leap, and fell in upon his rider. Mr 
Viner, who happened to be at a ſmall | 
diſtance, ſaw the accident, claped ſpurs 
to his horſe, and inſtantly flew to his re- 
lief. When he came to the ſide of the 


ditch En 1 


ditch he dilnounted, and having with 
great difficulty, raiſed the horſe, ſo as to 
ſqueeze in a piece of wood below him, 
he then, by degrees, after repeated ef- 
forts, drew out the body of Mr Aſh, who 
was at firſt quite inſenſible; Mr Viner's | 


ſervant coming up ſoon after, aſſiſted his 


maſter to draw up the body, thus bruiſ- E 
ed and covered with mud, to the edge 


of the bank, where, after applying a A 


Og ſmelling bottle to his noſe for ſome time, 


and chaffing his temples, he was ſo far 
reſtored to his ſenſes as to know the per- 


fon whe had taken fach care of him. O : 


Mr viner, ſaid he, with a low voice, I 
have not deſerved ſuch kind ſervice from 
you.—l am very ſorry, replied Mr Viner, 


for this unlucky accident, but am fo far A 


bappy, at the ſame time, that 1 was near : 


enough to be of ſome uſe to you. B 
oY ahb 
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Aſh gave his hand to Mr Viner, exper 
fed a warm ſenſe of gratitude, but added, 
that he believed it was all over, as he 


ſuſpected that ſome blood veſſel had burſt 


within. In the mean time Mr Viner's 
ſervant galloped off to a chaiſe within 
ſight, and having adviſed the company 
within of the accident, they immediately 
came out, and ordered the driver to fly | 
off to Mr Aſh, and to carry him home. 
Mr Viner then went with him, and ſup- 
ported him in the, chaiſe, having next 


| ſent away his ſervant for a ſurgeon, who 


arrived at Newhall (the name of Mr 
Aſh's houſe) ſoon after the chaiſe. Mr 
Aſh was immediately bled, but continu- 
ed to complain much of his head, and 
of a great weight and oppreſſion in his ; 
breaſt. A new expreſs was ſent off to 
: York for a phyſician and an attorney. 
and 
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| 10 before night Mr Aſh had ſettled all 
his affairs. Mr Viner, and my dear Me- | 
linda are among the legatees, and are 
each of you to receive L. 5000. He 
ſpent the night in great agony, and died 1 
early next morning. Mr Viner, I hear, . 
has catched cold, owing to the great 
heat that he had put himſelf to in reliev- 
ing Mr Aſh from under his horſe, and 
then ſitting by him for ſome time after- 5 
wards expoſed to a cold north wind be- 
fore the chaiſe arrived; but I hope that 
he will ſoon get the better of it. Be 
ſure to write to me ſoon, and believe me 

to remain with inviolable attachment, | 
Yours, 


AMANDA BEAUFORT. 


av 
LETTER XXIV. 
To Mils Bravron. 


1 had indeed heard ſome con- 


the melancholy accident which had be- 
fallen Mr Aſh; but my dear Amanda's _ 
letter has cleared all our doubts. The 
teſtimony that you ſay Mr Aſh has given 
of his regard for me, is much beyond 
What 1 had any title to expect from him. 5 
_ To how many fatal accidents are we ſub- 
jected to in this ſhort tranſitory ſtate. 
- Your letter has brought the following 
| paſſage into my mind from Mr Young's 
Night Thoughts. 
In human breaſt what bolder thoughts can n riſe, 
Than man 's preſumption on to-morrow 's dawn, 


Oc. „„ 
. 


fuſed and indiſtinct accounts of = 


1 ** 1 5 
You will, no doubt, however, i in the 
midſt of this gloomy ſcene, allow, that I 


when I tell you, that the whole of Mr 


Viner' conduct of late is much admired 
by my parents. They have conſented 
frankly that 1 ſhould ſend off 1 my ſervant 
early in the morning to enquire alter his 
health. I am r . = 


5 MELINDA HAnl Ex- 


muſt neceſſarily derive great comfort, 


LETTER XXV. 


75 the fame. 5 


148 n my * Amanda! the ſervant : 
42 is returned and brings word that 
0 Mr Viner is confined to bed with a 
: fever; his ſiſter i Is arrived to take care of 


him. She writes that he was very warm 


and uneaſy all night, but ſeemed very hap- 
* at the receipt of my card, and deſired 
5 her to write, that he hoped i in a day or 
; two, to anſwer my kind enquiries with : 
: his own hand ; however, they have, by 

the ſurgeon 8 deſire, ſent for a phyſician. 


| I do not like thoſe appcarances. IJ 
ſpirits are much agitated. | 


Adieu, my dear Amanda, : 


Metinda Haney, 


PR LE T. 


Fry 


42 ET-T ER: XXVL- 
To the ſam. 
Noos God! To what a painful taſk | 


| am I reduced, the day after [ wrote 
5 to my dear Amanda hſt, Mr Viner con- 


- tinued much the ſame, but ſince that, 


the fever is increaſed. Laſt night he was 
5 delirious, and in his rovings often men- 
5 tioned my name. My mind is on the 
rack. O join with me in prayers for his 
recovery: 5 
Adieu, Adieu, 


MzLinpa HARLE TW. 


LE T. ; 
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LETTER XXVIL | 
DT the ſane. 


TE are much obliged to Miſs 5 
Beaufort for her kind enquiries, 
my der child begs me to write for her, 


as ſhe cannot ſupport her ſpirits ſufficient _ 


ly to take up a pen. She is ſtill! in bed, | 


7 and has taken nothing all this day, but 


one glaſs of wine; Mr Harley and I are 


uſing every means to give her comfort, . 
and to ſupport her ſpirits. We have 
aſſured her, that if God ſhall pleaſe to 


reſtore Mr Viner to health again, no boly _ 


= elſe ſhall be allowed to interfere in giving 


©." mhe leaſt interruption to their mutual - 


happineſs. The ſervant is returned from 5] 


Manden -houſe, and brings word, that Mr 
Viner is indeed vey bad, but that Mr 


N 2 Manley 


„„ 
Manley his phyſician, had not yet given . 
up all hopes of his recovery, and that the 


criſis of the fever was now expected. 4 


May kind heaven pity and relieve us all 
with better news to-morrow ; for ſhould 


3 die, Mr Harley and 1 dread the con- 
ſequence. For God's ſake come over 


and comfort my deareſt child, if you 4 
poſſibly can leave your mother. Melinda 


often mentions her dream, and ſeems 

diſtracted betwixt hope and fear. In what 6 ö 
A dreadful ſtate of anxiety and ſuſpence 1 
muſt we continue for ſome time i 


put Mil hope, the ſweeteſt paſſion of te | 


mind, and given to us by our kind Crea- 


tor to ſupply the abſence of every other ; 


_ enjoyment, comes often to my relief, and ; 


bids me not deſpair. 3 
Adieu, 
Dezoran Haney. 


LET. 


[ig] 


LETTER XXVIII. . 
To the fame. 


Ejoice | my dear Miſs Beaufort with _ 
LK your friends at Dalberry. Sad 
f 55 Mr Viner fell into a profuſe ſweat, 
and then drop'd into a ſweet ſlumber for 
| four hours, at the end of which he awak'd : 
1 Pretty cool and eaſy; I have not delayed 
one minute to give you this early intelli- 
1 gence, well knowing how much you will 
| ſhare in the general joy, eſpecially as Mr 
Manley the phyſician thinks that he is 
almoſt out of danger. My dear child is 
quite tranſported with the joyful tidings, ; 
though now and then ſhe checks herſelf, 
and allows a tranſient cloud of fear to 
ſtep in for a time, and to ſhade the ſun- 
ſhine of her hope and joy ; but this ſoon 


MI vaniſhes 


1 
vaniſhes again, and gives way to more 
8 pleaſing ſenſations. Mr Harley is ſet off 
himſelf to ſee Mr Viner, and to bring 
more certain intelligence. May the an- 


gel of peace, health and harmony, now | 
dwell among us, and may our future 
| cares be to increaſe the mutual * | 
of one another. 


| Adieu, 7 


| Dezoran HakLEv:. 
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LETTER XXIX. 
To the ſame. 


A LL is ſafe, my dear. Mr Harley Is: 
returned, and fays, that Mr Viner 


is now quite free of the fever, and as his 


ſpirits are good, Mr Manley has no doubt 


but his ſtrength. wall ſoon return, eſpecial- 
ly as a letter from my dear Melinda was 


| delivered to him by Mr Harley's own. 


hand, which has diſpelled all his doubts, 
and has made him, as he ſays himſelf, 
the happieſt of men. After ſome private 
converſation, he told my huſband, that 
he would now give him a ſtrong proof 5 
of his daughter” 8 prudence and tendex 
affection for her parents; though, by 


doing fo, he run ſome riſk of leſſening 


| himelf in their eflcem. He then open. 


EE 
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ed his cabinet, and gave Mr Harley two 
letters, the copies of which I now ſend 3 


to * as follows : * 


To Miſs HARLE V. 
MADAM, 


Au well informed that my rival has 
| ſucceeded ſo far with your parents, | 
that a ſcheme Is concerted to carry you 


off to London, and, after making you : 


drink deep of the pleaſures and amuſe- 
ments in that great city, they hope to 
make you forget an unhappy, though 
unalterable lover, left to ruminate upon 
his loſs, and to creep out of the world 
with as little notice as he came into it, 
and to go off with no other degree of 
£ - wee, than, that of adding a ſingle unit 


” * 
* 
Py . 
* 


8 


C0 4 


10 the bills of mortality. If you have 
5 any pity, then, ſtill left for me, and for- 
titude enough, at the ſame time, to ſhake 
off your fetters, pleaſe to meet me at 
5 two in the morning, near the Eaſt cor- 
ner of the garden-wall, where you will 
find the means of eſcape, unleſs you 
chooſe to remain and conſole 2 
That for the lack of gold you left me. 
| Fear not your parents reſentment; it 


cannot continue long, eſpecially as Sir 


Robert and Lady Wandle will moſt af- 


be furedly act as mediators. I am, Madam, 


with the moſt unfeigned reſpect and 
eſteem, yours to command, - 


. Vix ER.“ 


1 


To Mr VINER. 
su, 


" CannoT allow myſelf to think that 


3 4 my parents have agreed to any ſuch 
ſcheme as what you ſuſpect, and I till 


. hope, that a little time will remove their 


. prejudices; but I never can conſent to 
fly off like a thief in the night, a and ſo 
to wound the hearts of thoſe to whom 
T owe my birth and ech cation. They 


have been good and kind to me, and 


have, in my tender years, ſacrificed 
much of their time and reſt for my hap- 
pineſs and welfare. 1 am perſuaded that 
they ſtill mean to purſue the ſame plan, 
and have only, at this time, (unhappily 5 

indeed for us both), miſtaken the road. 
Let us then fortify our minds with pati- 
ence, I hope, in time, to gain my mo- 

ther 
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ther over to our intereſt, ik that my 


father will be ſoftened, by hearing from £ 
all quarters, that Mr Viner i is a man of 


ſenſe, and of foch a character, as wil, 


in al human probability, give bin nes 
cauſe to repent of ſuch an alliance. In the 
mean time, reſt aſſured and ſatisfied, that 


the lack of gold ſhall never diminiſh my 


regard and eſteem for you, nor ſhall I : 
e 
you at Wotton- hall, of baniſhing every 


cher man from my heart, I remain, 
8 1 R, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 


MetinDa Harrev,” 


5 Miſs Beaufort will not wonder tha 
| the value of our deareſt child ſhould 


now be much enhanced in our eyes, af- 


_ 
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ter ſuch a proof of her dutiful 1 


and attention to our peace and quiet. 
We now wait only for Mr Viner's reco- 


very, in order to fix the happy day. As 
your mother i is now ſo much better, we 

ſhall expect you both next week at Dal- 
berry. In the mean time, remember 
me kindly to her, and believe me to re- 


main, with ſincere eſteem, yours, 


| DeBoRAn HARLEY. 


Few dove after this, Mr Viner 
1 was fo far recovered, as to ride 
out every foernoon : He then wrote to 
Miſs Harley, that he expected to have 5 
the ſuperlative happineſs of waiting up- 

on 
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on her at Dalberry, on a day agreed up- 


on betwixt Mr Harley and himſelf; ac- 


cordingly, on that day, May the 1 5th, 
he ſet out after breakfaſt from Manden- 
houſe with his ſiſter, and arrived at Dal- 
berry before dinner, where he found a 
ſmall ſelect party come to ſhare in the 
joys of that happy day. Miſs Harley 
had requeſted of her parents to invite 
only a few of their neareſt friends. Ac- 
cordingly, cards were ſent to Sir Robert 
and Lady Wandle, Mr Lanton and the 
benevolent Mr Randolph, | and one or 
two more of their moſt intimate acquain- 
tance. Mrs and Miſs Beaufort had been 


there ſome days before. It would be 


difficult to find words to expreſs the ge- 
neral and unfeigned joy of that choſen 
company, eſpecially of the happy pair. . 
When Mr Viner entered the room, al 
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ſweet crimſon bluſh overſpread the coun · 


tenance of the lovely Melinda; and tho“ 

it was difficult for them both to ſuppreſs 
the vaſt emotions and overflowings of 
the heart, yet they had ſuch perfect com- 
mand of themſelves, as to behave with 

10 much eaſy decency and propriety of -- 
conduct, as to increaſe the pleaſure of 5 
their friends, WhO all admired them. ; 
After dinner, the nuptial ceremony was 

performed by the good Mr Randolph, 5 

who had lately been preferred to a VIca- > 
r_ge: of L. 3⁰⁰ a- years 

— ; The earth 
Gave ſign of gratulation, and each hill; 


Joyous the birds; freſh gales and gentle : airs : 
 Whiſper'd 1 it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung roſe, flung odours from the ſpicy- ſhrub, 
Diſporting till the amourous bird of night 


Sung ſpouſal, and bid haſte the evening ſtar 
On his e to ligut the bridal lamp. 


Thus, F 


Thus, rute PRONE have I told thee 2 
” all their ſtate, and brought their ſtory to 
the ſum of earthly bliſs. - 
| Miſs Harley was juſt then 19 years of 
age, and Mr Viner 26. 
Ihe evening was ſpent in decent mirth 
| and chearful converſation. After ſupper 
5 Melinda retired, and not long after a 
hint was given to Mr Viner by Sir Ro- 
bert, that his health might ſuffer after 


ſo late an illneſs, were he to ſit up any 


longer with the company ; accordingly, 
he wiſhed them all a good night, and fol- 
lowed to feaſt i in the virtuous converſa. 8 
tion and embraces of his charmer. 
Why not, indulgent reader? For 
Grace was in all her ſteps, heaven in her eye, 2 

= In every geſture dignity and love. ” 
After Mr Viner had ſpent ſome weeks 
| at Dalberry, the happy pair en now ent. ; 
N - ed 


E 
ed for Manden-houſe. Mr and Mrs 
Harley, (who now wondered how they 
could be ſo long blind to Mr Viner's 
merit, ) perſuaded them to ſtay one other 
week, after which they all ſet out toge- 


ther, Mr and Mrs Harley having pro- 
miſed to ſtay a fortnight with their 
daughter and ſon- in-law, during which 


time, Sir Robert and Lady Wandle, Mrs 


and Miſs Beaufort, c. paid their firſt 
5 viſits to the new married pair, who now 
live reſpected and admired by all the vi- | 
cinage. Scarce a day paſles without 
their doing ſome good, for which end 
they both agreed to live conſiderably 
| within their income, well knowing that 


frugality i is the fountain of liberality, and 5 


that parade and vain oſtentation ſhut up 


- the avenues of humanity and true gene- 


roſity. Mrs Viner often viſits the houſe 
e 
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of mourning, not for its own fake, but 
| becauſe it is fruitful in virtue. Mr Vi- 
ner is a moſt uſeful juſtice of Peace, and 
by the help of Blackſtone's Commenta- 
ries and his own good diſpoſition, he is 
enabled often to accommodate petty 
differences, and to prevent law-ſuits a- 
mong his neighbours. In their amuſe- 
ments, they ſtudy an agreeable vari- 
ety, the food of taſte and ſentiment. : ; 


5 Mr Viner fays, that though he loves 1 


order and method, yet, deviations from | 
eſtabliſhed rules and cuſtoms, he thinks, 
are friendly to thought and original ſen- 
timent, provided they are kept within 
due bounds ; in which caſe they ſerve to 
animate the dull ſcenes of lite, and agree- 


ably to ſtir the paſſions, which are apt 


to ſtagnate, and to breed ill humours in 
a continued calm. In ſhort, every day 
„ - -- brings 


5 3 
brings new and real pleaſure to this hap- 
py couple; that love for one another in- 


creaſes and conſolidates, into that kind 
of friendſhip which is the union of two 
| ſouls by means of virtue. They are both 
frank, open and affable, and though they 
deteſt ſlander and calumny, yet they are 
ſtrangers to chat ſpecies of worldly pru- 
dence and hypocriſy, which makes a 
ſecret of every thing, a talent, which 
people of mean genius and cold hearts 
are fitteſt to excel in. Mr Viner is 
ſometimes a little quick, but he never in · 
corporates anger, and by a wiſe flexibility 
of temper, gives ſuch proofs of his can- 
dour and good nature, that his ſervants 
and tenants love and reſpe& him. He 
candidly | owns that his natural temper Y 
was too quick and haſty when a boy D 
a but his parents were at che utmoſt pains 
1 
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VVV 
to reQify this defect, for which he can- 


not be grateful enough. Education, 


ſays he, is the ruling motive that go- 
verns moſt of our actions in life. We 


are more or leſs tractable, as we have 


been more or leſs cultivated | in youth, 


When taught early t to bend our tempers, 
and to accommodate our wills to thoſe of 
others, it grows into a cultom ; but, x. 
we are allowed blindly to follow our own 


humours and caprices, we are apt to 


increaſe in impertinence as we grow up : 
in years. Mrs Viner is mild, gentle, and 


affable; + and if ſhe meets with a pleaſur- 


able anecdote, takes delight! in commu- 
nicating it. In about a twelvemonth, : 
Mr and Mrs Viner received an additional 
happineſs, by the birth of a fine boy, who 
was nurſed by his mother, Mrs Viner 
; being fully convinced that no other milk 
1 could 
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1 could be fs uſeful to the child as her 
own. Miſs Beaufort and the good Mr 

Randolph ſpend much of their ſpare time 

at Manden-houlſe. Mr Harley having a 
detached farm contiguous to Mr Viner's 
eſtate, which was lately ſet in leaſe for 
Js; 350 a- year, has given the abſolute 

diſpoſal of it to Mr Viner in the mean 

5 time, and, at his (Mr Harley“ ;) deceaſe, 
f bas ſettled his whole eſtate, L. 12 50 a- 
year, upon the eldeſt ſon of tle marri- 
age. Mr Viner, in conſequence, has 


ſettled his own eſtate upon the ſecond | 


ſon, and allows Mrs Viner to reſerve the 
L. 10,000 left by Mr Aſh for the uſe - 
their daughters, in ſuch proportions as ſhe 


may think proper. Thus circumſtanced . 
and ſurrounded with eaſe and aflluence, 


they both look upon themſelves as hea- 


ven's truſtees, for the relief of miſery and 
Liltrefs, 


t 8 7 


diſtreſs. | When the eye ſees them, W 


bleſſes them, and when the ear hears 


them, it gives witneſs unto them ; the 
: bleſüngs of him that was ready to periſh d 
6 : comes upon them, and they have cauſ- 
ed the widow's heart to ſing for ä 
In leſs than three years Mrs Viner was 
1 the mother of a beautiful girl, who, as 
; . ſhe grew up, diſcovered all the good qua- 1 
; lities neceſſary to form an accompliſhed 
woman, and became the admiration of 
all around her: And now the fond pa- 
rents, reflecting on the viciſſitude of hu- 
man affairs, and that ſome of their chil- | 
dren at leaſt might be left i in want of a 
SY guide to conduct them in their entrance 
into the world; they, by repeated intrea - 
- "es: prevailed on the good Mr Randolph 
to commit a few directions to paper, for 
the benefit and advantage of both the 
L ſex. 
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rearing the minds of their young ones; 
for juſtly does Solomon obſerve, Train 
up a child in the way he ſhould walk, 
ee and when he i 18 old he will not depart 
we * from | it.“ 
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bY - May all parents take example by 
them in their laudable ambition, for 
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Gararians | ii. 16, 

2 Kei that a man is not juſt fed by the 
works of the law, but by the 1 * E 
Cbr: riſe Kc. 


Xx | Popular enough text, my breth- 
ren; but, in explaining it, you 


muſt not * that I will endeavour ſo 
much to gratify or pleaſe any of my hear- 
ers in their prejudices, as carefully and 
critically to inveſtigate the real truth of 
Mt according to the Apoſtle's meaning; 


1 and this 1s not to be done, unleſs we 
on conſider | 


c 8 7 
conſider the cauſe of that expreſſion, and . 
the general ſcope of his writings. The 
neglect of this, joined to the great par- 
tiality which people in all ages have en- 
tertained for their own particular opi- 
nions, has occaſioned many fierce con- 

tentions, and divided C hriſtians into ſo | 
many different ſects. In all the Scrip. 


ture our Saviour does not impoſe on us 


the belief of one modern creed; and, 
had our learned men, inſtead of king 
up their time to form creeds and confeſ. 
ſions, endeavoured, with a true Chri- 
ſtian ſpirit, to enforce the practice of vir- 
tue, and that meek and holy religion ſo 
well calculated, by our bleſſed Saviour, 
for our own happineſs both here and 
| hereafter ; 3 1 ſay, had they acted | in this 


| manner, and were men only diſpoſed to 


be more modeſt and fene in their 
| ſpeculative 
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ſpeculative opinions, keeping up the ex- 
erciſe of love and charity to one another; 
then difference of opinion could be at- 


tended with no bad conſequences ; 3 but, 


on the contrary, would appear like o 


many different roads leading to the ſame 


4 ; happy place : But alas! it has been too 
much the cuſtom of people in all ages, 
inſtead of endeavouring to raiſe them- 
7 ſelves up to the true ſtandard of religion, 

to bring down this or that ſyſtem to an- 

fwer their own corrupt inclinations, and 
to favour ſometimes their moſt abſurd 
prejudices. Some teachers, inſtead of 


enforcing the plain doctrines of morality 


contained in the goſpel, have endeavour- 
ed to make religion an intricate ſcience. 
New tenets have been adopted, and eve- | 
ry method practiſed on the credulity of 3} J 
the people, that beſt ſuits the diſorderly ; 
'O 2: : alfections 
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aſfections of the human frame; thereby 
running after popularity, inſtead of ſecu- 
ring to themſelves that popularity which 
| follows the conſcientious diſcharge of a 
man) s duty. 


9 5 In treating of theſe words in our text, 
1 ſhall, by God's aſſiſtance, firſt, endea- 
vour to ſhow what is meant by the faith 
here mentioned. Secondly, What is 
meant by the works of the law; and 

then, {hall conclude with ſome obſerva- 
tions and encouragements to ſuch a faith 

as muſt evidently lead to holineſs of 


life, 


Firſt, then, to ſhow what is meant by 
the faith here mentioned. I hope there 


are none of you who entertain ſuch a ſu- 


: perficial View of faith, as to think 1 it can 
he 
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| be conferred by baptiſm, or any outward 
profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion : No 
f ſurely, true faith can never conſiſt merely 
in giving your aſſent to the truths of the 
i goſpel. They are ſo well atteſted by the 
different Apoſtles and Diſciples of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and even their teſti- 


mony, corroborated in many principal . 
facts, by profane authors themſelves, 
that they are no more to be doubted of 
in point of hiſtory, than that Julius Cæ- 
ſar, or William the Conqueror, invaded 
; Britain ; but, were it otherwiſe, and that 
the principal facts of the goſpel were in- 
volved in ſuch obſcurity or uncertainty 


as to contradict that reaſon given us by 


God himſelf, in order to determine us 
in our choice ; in that caſe again it would 
be no longer a real but an affe ctation of 

; belief, brought on, either by the F EY 
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dice of education, a partial uſe of our 


reaſon, or a mean denial of our under- 
ſtandings : : So that we ſee, my friends, 


in whatever way we take faith as an af- 
ſent only to ſuch and ſuch truths or pro- 
poſitions, there can enſue no degree of 


merit from bare opinions or abſtruſe ſpe- 


* culations on the ſubject. The faith 


then here mentioned, muſt go. farther, 


It ſurely means, beſides this aſſent, an 
inward truſt and confidence, which ba- 
niſhes all immoderate fear and anxiety 

5 from the mind, and teaches it to repoſe 
itſelf, with a ſweet compoſure and ſere- 


nity, on the goodneſs of God, in the va- 


rious diſpenſations of his providence to- 
warqds us, though they ſometimes fall out 


: contrary t to our wiſhes and expectations; ; 


for we are very incompetent judges of 


| what may be good for us. Thus we 
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fee our Saviour rebuking his diſciples 
for want of that faith or truſt: Matth. 
vill. 26. And he ſaith unto them, Why 
are ye fearful, O ye r little faith "of 
Then he aroſe and rebuked the winds 
and the fea, and there was a great calm. 
This temper of mind, or righteouſ- | 
neſs of faith, will entertain ſuch habi- 
tual and juſt views of ſpiritual things, 
as muſt naturally lead to holineſs of life, 
and to the practice of the ſocial and 
moral duties ſo much enjoined by our 
Saviour in the whole ſcope of his doc- : 
trine. This is the ſame kind of faith 
which this very Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Gal. 
v. 6. For neither circumciſe on nor uncir- 8 
cumciſion availeth any thing, but faith 
which worketh by love. In ſhort an atten- 
tive reader will eaſily ſee, that in all thoſe 
places where the Apoſtle prefers faith to 
; works, | 
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works, he ſpeaks of the works of the law, 
the ritual law of Moſes, and not the works b 
of the g goſpel law, which is quite different: 1 
The reaſon is plain; the Jewiſh proſelytes 
were ſtriving to bring the Gentile con- = 
verts under circumciſion, and of courſe | 
to ſubje& them to the whole of their ce- 
remonial law. Peter and ſome others 
of the Apoſtles ſeemed inclined to fa- 
vour the prejudice of the Jews in this 
+ particular, which the Apoſtle Paul 
thought would be attended with bad con- 
ſequences ; and accordingly, he combats 
this notion of the Jews with the whole 
force of his reaſoning. 06 If righteouſ- 
« neſs came by the law,” ſays he, © then 
« Chriſt is dead in vain ;” but whenever 5 
he has occaſion to mention faith with cha- 
rity, and the works of the goſpel law, 
then he ſhews faith to be inferior, I Cor. 


Xiit, 
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Xili. 1. 7 lah I ſpeak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, though I have faith 5 
to remove mountains; yet if I have not 
charity, I am as ſounding braſs or as @ 
tinkling cymbal; and in the laſt verſe of 


the ſame chapter, he ſays: And now : 
abideth faith, hope and charity ; : but the | 
"I greateſt of theſe is charity. By charity, 
here, he doth not confine himſelf to the 
mere giving of alms; for he tells you 
plainly : Though I gave all my goods to 
feed the poor, and my body to be burnt ; 
Jet without charity it profiteth nothing. 3 
By this kind of charity, man is ena- 
| bled to love man, to ſhow a warm and 
compaſſionate ſympathy for the woes 
and diſtreſſes of his fellow creatures, 
and to do thoſe little kind offices to one 
another, which proceed from the warm 
| effuſions of an honeſt and benevolent 
.-. heart; 


. 166 1 
5 keart: A man of chis turn cannot fail 5 
DE to give likewiſe, if his circumſtances I. 
will allow of it; but if they will not, 
his diſpoſition towards it will be equally 
5 acceptable in the ſight of God, who 
ſearcheth the hearts and tryeth che reins 
of the children of men: In ſhort, my ; 
brethren, true faving faith lies not in the 
Hteral, but in the experimental know- 4 
ledge, Jews, Gentiles and Chriſtians are 
all ſaved by this kind of faith; they fee! 
the virtue and the power of it, and it is 
inwardly communicated to every good 
man, let him be of any nation or coun- 
try whatſoever, Acts x. 34. Of a truth, : 
ys Peter, I perceive God is no reſpecter of 
0 perſons ; Fi but, i in every nation, he that fear- 
th God and worketh righteouſneſs, is ac- N 
oepted of by him. John Vil. 31. And ma- 
5 Lil of the Pechle believed on him, and ſaid, 


when 
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. wohen Chri t amok will be do more mi- 
- racles than thoſe which this man doth. 

be were ignorant at the time that it 
woas Chriſt himſelf, but they felt inward- 
ly the virtue and power of what he had 


aid and done; ſo were reſolved to live 


according t to the divine word. 


1 come now to the 15551 bead, name- 

ly, What is meant by the works of the 
law, and, in ſo doing, hope to make it 
plainly appear, that the Apoſtle did not 
mean to ſet us free from the moral law, 


Or to lefſen our obligations, in the leaſt, 


towards the practice of morality: No, 
my friends, this ſame Apoſtle tells us, : 
Rom. xil. 20. 7 herefore if thine enemy 
hunger, fred him ; if he thirf give him 
drink ; and in the next chapter, ver. ”, 
8, 9. Render therefore to all their dues : 
Orce 
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Ore no man any thing, but to love one ans 
tber; for this cauſe, Thou ſhalt not commit 
adultery, Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt not 
ſteal, nor bear falſe witneſs ; ; and if there 
be any other commandment, it is briefly con- 
_ prehended in This, Love thy es era as 
, 2 5 
I have already mentioned, that the 
Y Apoſtle had good reaſon to combat this 


prejudice of the Jews | in favour of their 


ritual law, and to convince them that 
8 their juſtification could not come : by the 7 
moſt ſtrict obſervance of it. 


It would appear that God had not 
1 given them this law, until he found them 
falling into 1dolatry, nor was it till after 


the worſhip of the golden calf that moſt - 
of it was made neceſlary t to be obſerved, 1 


Eack. xx. 25. Therefore 19 Save them alſo 
| fta- 


ET mY oy 

Natutes that were not good, and judgnents 
whereby they ſhould not live, &c. 
Ihe learned allow two reaſons, then, 
for its being impoſed on them. Hirt, 
That it might occupy their minds fo as 
to prevent them from falling into the 
oppoſite ceremonies of the heathens; and 

- ſecondly, To commemorate thoſe ſignal | 
deliverances and ſervices conferred on 
them by God, ſuch as paſſing over their 
firſt- born, and carrying them ſafe thro? 
che Red ſea, &'c. but in reality there 
*  -could be little merit in ſhedding the 


blood of bullocks or lambs, or eating 
unleavened bread. The Apoſtle, there- 
fore, at great length, ſhows how ineffec- 
_ tual thofe things would be, and how 
| Hittle eſſential to a diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who had eſtabliſhed the pure and holy 
religion of the heart, inſtead of rites and 
ceremonies. God is 4 Siri, ſays our 
1 ME Saviour, 
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5 Saviour, and muſt be agp in ſpi- 
rit and in truth. I ſhall now make ſome 
c obſervations on the ſubject. 


As the main foundation of piety is to 


= entertain right notions and apprehen- 


ſions of God, ſo we ought to be very 


careful how we repreſent him as harſh, 
partial or injurious, as ſome people do, 
Wh raiſe up a God after their own tem- 
pers and diſpoſitions, inſtead of the God * 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; | 
ſuch notions, inſtead of producing a 
ready and chearful obedience; influen- 


ced by love and gratitude, tend to create 


narrow prejudices, and to caſt a gloom 
and ſlaviſh dread-on the mind. He ſent 
his Son into the world, not to condemn _ 
the world, but to fave it; and our Savi- | 
our is ſaid to be the propitiation not for 
our ſins only, but for the ſins of the 
whole world : Let us not, however, 
_ continue = 
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